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ABSTRACT 
RECONNECTING THE CONNECTION: BUILDING 
MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOD, 


FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 


by 


Eyvonne H. Whitman 


United Theological Seminary, 2011 


Mentors 
A. D. Washington, D.Min. 


D. J. Moore, D.Min. 


The objective of this project was to infuse and inject new life and vitality into Holly Grove 
A.M.E. Church and the community. The project included Bible Study lessons, a workshop and a 
sermon series on healing and love. The results of this project revealed the true difficulty in 
changing the hearts and minds of persons who fear change although they are acutely aware of 
what the Bible requires. The conclusions drawn from this work were that older and settled 
congregations have little interest in revitalization, restoration and renewal. Dying a slow and 


prideful death seems to be the preferred route. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Learning to love yourself is sometimes hard to do. For some it seems like a 
lifetime, for others it just seems to happen instantaneously. Eyvonne, the writer, realized 
early on that she had to have someone she could talk to and vent her frustrations as she 
learned to love herself. As a child and at a very tender age, she remembered what she 
learned in Sunday Church School, Jesus Loves Me. There were times when she would 
sing her song and pray to God. God was her friend and her refuge in the time of trouble. 

Throughout the writer’s life, there were many occasions when decisions were 
made that caused irreparable pain, heartbreak and heartache. In spite of her condition and 
in spite of her circumstances, she was blessed with the knowledge that God loved her 
unconditionally; but what did that have to do with the lack of love she continued to 
experience in the world. 

As she reflects on her life, she continues to be reminded of broken family 
relationships, an estranged marriage relationship and a rollercoaster love affair that God 
has blessed her to maintain and now enjoy. The older she gets, and the more spiritually 
mature she becomes, the more she discovers what the sacrifice of God in Jesus Christ 
means in this the 21‘ century; especially when it comes to the church. However, what has 
given life and meaning to this project has been the life and death of her only begotten 
son, Raymond Christopher. 

Raymond Christopher was the center of her world. Chris walked at seven months 


old and spoke sentences rather than gibberish and baby talk. She and everyone else loved 


1 


Chris. Chris was the one thing (person) that was hers and no one would ever take him 
away from her. Eyvonne was committed to her music ministry and never had the luxury 
of holding Chris during the Sunday morning worship services. Her greatest joy was to 
hear Christopher speak from her father’s arms, “that’s my mama.” At age three and one 
half years of age, a very vibrant, intelligent, handsome and seemingly healthy Chris was 
diagnosed with a rare blood disease and was given less than six months to live. 

Eyvonne was devastated and vowed to be with Chris every waking moment. He 
was hospitalized for close to 90 days. Eyvonne was there loving and doting on Chris 
during his terminal illness. She watched him have several strokes, bleed consistently and 
ultimately go from a very active little boy to mere skin and bones. Chris died in her arms 
on January 24, 1983. 

When Chris died, a part of Eyvonne died. As a mother, she wrestled with whether 
or not she had been a good enough to her son. Was she being punished for her past sins? 
Was it because she had divorced Chris’ father? Why would God allow such a beautiful, 
and more importantly Eyvonne’s only child suffer and die? If someone had to suffer and 
die why was she not chosen instead of Chris? One day God responded to Eyvonne by 
simply showing Jesus hanging on the cross. John 3:16 kept playing over and over in her 
mind; “For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only begotten Son; Whosoever 
believeth in Him will not perish, but will have everlasting life.”” 

As aresult of the death of Jesus, God’s Only Begotten Son, Eyvonne is able to 
experience the Kingdom of God in the land of the living. As a result of the death of Chris, 
her only begotten son, God has made it possible for her to know and understand what 
unconditional love looks like, feels like and is. 


Jn 3:16 (KJV). 


Reconnecting The Connection: Building Meaningful Relationships With God, 
Family And Community, is more than a requirement for a degree. It is more than a means 
to an end, for Eyvonne, the writer, this project is about Christ and the urgency of the 
church as the body of Christ to love one another as Christ loves (us) the Church. 

Intimacy with God is the driving force behind discipleship and evangelism. The 
deep abiding love for God in Jesus gives the believer the foundation and springboard 
toward fulfillment in Christ, worship and servant leadership. Matthew 28:18-20 is the 
clarion call to discipleship. Jesus, by his authority and power bids the church to go and 
make disciples everywhere regardless of creed, color or ethnicity. The direct command 
for the church is to teach them to obey all that Jesus commanded and go with the faith 
and knowledge that Jesus is with the church in their quest for soul winning. 

The church is a living organism of God and exists for the power of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit to operate and draw persons to the body of Christ. Jesus declared if the 
church lifts up Jesus, Jesus would draw new converts to God’s kingdom. 

This writer argues that the church cannot carry out her mission of kingdom 
building unless members (believers) and the community of faith have a personal 
relationship with God. There has to be a deep abiding love for God and a coming together 
in love and harmony, sharing of resources and an overall conscious effort toward growth 
and evangelism. In order to become a viable entity within her community and to live out 
the true meaning of the ecclesia, the called out ones; a metamorphosis has to take place. 

The church as it existed on the day of Pentecost is the model church. The people 
were on one accord and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. They 


fellowshipped with one another, broke bread with each other and was in constant prayer. 


The result of such behavior produced a community of believers who loved the Lord and 
were empowered to help others in need. Their commitment to God produced spiritual and 
numerical growth within the community of believers. 

Chapter One discusses the ministry focus. Here, the reader will be introduced to 
the rationale for this project and for reconnecting the connection of the love of God that is 
found in Christ Jesus. It will also identify the commonalities of the writer’s spiritual 
journey and the life of her context as a basis of providing vital ministry. 

Chapter Two reviews the spiritual disciplines focused on in this research. In order 
for church members to emerge as the spiritual and servant leaders that God calls them to 
be, they must be able to fully and consistently practice the spiritual disciplines of Prayer, 
Bible Study, Meditation, Fasting and observing Sabbath. While there are other disciplines 
that could be explored, the writer focuses on these particular disciplines. These particular 
disciplines encourage, uplift and illuminate the lives of those who lead others in Christian 
discipleship and spiritual formation. The disciplines are on the cutting edge, of building 
and developing a closer relationship with God. 

Chapter Three introduces spirituality and the importance of the continued 
development of a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. God, through Jesus Christ 
is the foundation for ministry and it is only through God that we can find our wholeness 
and repair the breach that exists between members of the church and their pastor as well 
as member to member discord. In this chapter the reader will be led to the biblical text to 
explore how God constantly calls and yearns for the relationship with God’s people and 


prepare disciples for ministry. This chapter will also discuss the historical figures that 


practiced spiritual disciplines for ministry and the theological foundations of the 
historical figures. 

Chapter Four explains the methodology and the utilization of qualitative analysis 
to construct the research, what groups were called into place and the methods used to 
conduct the study. 

Chapter Five shares the results of the research as a result of the ministry model 
employed. 

Finally, Chapter Six reveals the conclusions and observations as a result of this 
study. The chapter further discusses unexpected findings and what the writer learned 


from the project. 


CHAPTER ONE 
MINISTRY MODEL 

Eyvonne is the second of four children born to Isaac and Levester Hudson. She 
was born and reared in Little Rock, Arkansas. She is a 1970 graduate of the infamous 
Little Rock Central High School home of the Little Rock Nine. 

Learning to love yourself is sometimes hard to do. For some, it seems like a 
lifetime, for others it seems to happen instantaneously. May 19, 1991 was a day of 
awakening and reckoning for Reverend Eyvonne Hudson Whitman. This was the day she 
realized that she was truly imago dei (created in the image of God). From this day 
forward, she began to see herself in a different light and accepted that God had a call, 
purpose and destiny for her life. 

Eyvonne was reared and nurtured in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. She 
was baptized and received her early Christian Education training at Union African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Little Rock. Union was a very traditional AME church. 
She considers Union traditional because there was no room for creativity or a move of the 
Holy Spirit on Sunday mornings. Any deviation from the worship experience was 
frowned upon because hymns and anthems were the order of the day. Any departure from 
this tradition and order of worship was frowned upon and shunned. Through the 
traditionalism and sometimes less meaningful worship experiences, God blessed Eyvonne 


and her three siblings with an extraordinary gift of singing. They were known as the 
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singing Hudson children and were a welcome and refreshing addition to worship 
services. Whenever the church doors swung open Eyvonne’s parents made sure the 
Hudson children were there participating in the liturgy of worship in some capacity. 
Many times the only good thing that came out of worship was the organ playing and 
singing by Audrey LuGene Jackson Hopkins. She was affectionately known as Aunt 
Audrey to the children in the church. Eyvonne loved Aunt Audrey and was moved by her 
singing, playing of the Hammond organ and break with tradition. Aunt Audrey was brave 
enough to introduce Gospel music to the church. 

At an early age of her Christian development Eyvonne realized that something 
was missing from her worship experience at Union AME Church. People seemed to 
worship the beauty of the sanctuary more than they worshipped God. They worshipped 
the building more than they worshipped God. Eyvonne struggled with the behavior and 
attitudes of some of the older members of the church. They were more concerned with 
positions, family status, attire and controlling the pastor than they were with discipleship 
and evangelism. She began to wonder, “Where was the love for God?” 

The members of Union seemed to have a different agenda for coming to church 
and their agenda did not seem to include the true worship of God. There was a class 
system within the church. Certain families and their legacies of medical doctors, lawyers 
and educators and a deceased Bishop’s son were considered privileged. The lighter 
members were catered to and the darker members were treated as if they did not exist. 
Because of her and her siblings musical abilities they were tolerated, but never really 


accepted. 


Through her pain and confusion and mistreatment, Eyvonne sought a relationship 
and friendship with God and found refuge in God’s Holy Word. She would steal away in 
prayer and the reading of the Bible. She saw God and God’s son reveal themselves 
through the reading of the Lord’s Prayer and the Twenty-Third Psalm. Her favorite 
scripture became, “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.”! 

If God is love, where was God in her home church? Why did people look around 
when others were experiencing the power of God through the Holy Spirit? Why did the 
same families stay in the lime light? Although Eyvonne questioned the commitment and 
spirituality of the people, she remained committed to God and the church. 

Upon graduating from junior college Eyvonne was privileged to travel and join 
the fellowship of various AME Churches where she saw the same behavior of her home 
church. Though disheartening at times, Eyvonne continued to worship and present herself 
as a viable member of the community of faith. Lived experiences, hopes, dreams, 
accomplishments, disappointments and challenges taught Eyvonne that she was 
responsible for her own salvation and the church was heartfelt and relational not just a 
building for social gatherings. The church of Jesus Christ emulates and adheres to the 
prescribed teachings and command of Jesus as found in Matthew 28:18-20. 

Eyvonne later realized that the disconnect she struggled with at church was 
similar to the disconnect she experienced at home. Being the second child of four was not 
easy. There always seemed to be favoritism toward her older sister, her brother and her 
younger sister. As a result of feelings of being left out, misunderstood and having to 


always defend herself, Eyvonne felt unloved and would lash out in anger and bitterness. 


"| Jn 4:8 (NRSV). 


She grew up under a humble submissive loving mother and a domineering father whose 
word was the last word in her household. The issue of love seemed to always be at the 
forefront of her life. 

Her first experience with love began with her own father who insisted that his 
children follow a strict and demanding path. However, his actions did not always line up 
with his instructions. Her father’s behavior signaled, don’t do as I do, do as I say do. 
Eyvonne’s father’s behavior towards her mom and other siblings was somewhat 
perplexing. From the outside, her family looked as though they were a close knit family, 
but if the truth were told, they were your typical dysfunctional family. Nevertheless, 
Eyvonne’s home life sent her on a quest to find true love. It took some years for Eyvonne 
to realize both she and her dad’s real problem was the inability to love and accept who 
God had birthed them to be. 

In wanting to be accepted and loved, Eyvonne sought safety and sanctity in God 
and in the church. Many of her prayers and the music she sang came out of a desire for 
harmony, peace of mind and the need for love. Little did she know that her prayers and 
organ and vocal music were a prelude to her call to ordained ministry. She loved God and 
loved the fact that her music would move others to tears, including herself. Still, there 
was something missing in her life. 

On September 13, 1975, at age twenty-three, Eyvonne married J as a 
means of escaping the domineering grip of her father and to fulfill her longing for love. 
This union produced a loving son (Raymond Christopher Watts). The marriage failed as a 


result of his emotional abuse and adulterous behavior. Eyvonne realized she had married 
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her dad because Ray was displaying some of his same behaviors. The only good thing to 
come from the marriage was her son. 

Eyvonne loved her son with every fiber of her being, but God loved him more. 
November 2, 1982 was one of the worse days of her life. Raymond was diagnosed with a 
rare blood disease and was given less than six months to live. As fate would have it, 
Raymond departed this world on January 24, 1983 as a result of his catastrophic illness. 
Eyvonne grieved over her loss, but never lost sight of God and God’s healing power in 
the process of her healing. The passing of her son, through the comforting words of the 
late, Mrs. Elmira Brown, helped Eyvonne realize that God had a greater mission and 
purpose for her life. Mrs. Brown was the wife of Eyvonne’s pastor, the late Reverend J. J. 
Brown. Mrs. Brown consoled Eyvonne over the loss of her son, Chris by stating, “I know 
you loved Chris, but God loved him more. God is freeing you to do a greater work for 
God.” 

Several years passed and Eyvonne began to experience the call of God, but was 
reluctant to answer. Eyvonne continued to feel a moving, tugging and a call up on her 
spirit to do more for the Lord. On May 19, 1991, in her bedroom in Washington, D. C., 
Eyvonne experienced God in a deeper and more profound way. The Spirit of God moved 
upon her and she had an urge to become a true disciple of Christ. She left Washington, 
D.C. and returned to Georgia in an effort to determine exactly what God wanted her to 
pursue. 

Meanwhile, Eyvonne met and fell in love with her current husband, 
ME. They married on September 10, 1992. Again, in her quest for love she realized 


she had married her father once again. His alcoholism, and emotional abuse proved to be 


EL 


too much and she made the decision to move on with her life and go in the direction God 
was calling her to. 

Eyvonne finally accepted the call to ministry and was licensed to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ on October 29, 1996 by the Reverend Earle H. Ifill. She traveled 
five years (a test of one’s call, as well as the journey towards the ordination process) in 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. She began to pursue her theological training 
January 1998 at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. She was 
ordained a Deacon in the Atlanta North Georgia Conference of the AME Church on May 
23, 1999 by the late Bishop Donald George Kenneth Ming. Eyvonne was ordained an 
Itinerant Elder on May 25, 2001 by Bishop Frank Curtis Cummings. She earned and was 
awarded the Master of Divinity degree from Turner Theological Seminary at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) on May 12, 2002. 

During her matriculation at the ITC Eyvonne began to see her own disconnect and 
learned what it was to fully love God, love family and to love self. Eyvonne was 
ordained an Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church in May. She reunited with 
her husband and has seen how God has changed and worked miracles in his life. Through 
many struggles, peaks and valleys, God is central in their lives and in their marriage and 
they are now a unique team working to win souls to Christ. 

After serving for several years as Assistant to the Pastor at Trinity AME Church, 
under the tutelage of the Reverend Dr. Jeffery B. Cooper, Reverend Whitman was 
appointed and assigned to her first charge: Pleasant Hill AME Church, College Park, 


Georgia on May 13, 2005. 
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Pleasant Hill was a small family church congregation who needed a lot of care 
and attention. The few remaining members were middle aged baby boomers who seemed 
to care more about their building and what it stood for, their past history and legacy. 
There was a lack of structure and a seemingly lack of reverence and hunger for God. 
Tithing, discipleship and evangelism were not a priority. She saw an opportunity to fill an 
unmet need pertaining to Christian Education, worship décor, financial structure and so 
much more. God used Eyvonne to introduce a spiritual vitality, liturgy and an overall 
appreciation for their theology, and worship order as opposed to who is or is not in 
charge. Her appointment lasted for 18 months. 

Little did Eyvonne know her Presiding Elder was considering her for another 
more challenging assignment at Holly Grove AME Church in Peachtree City, Georgia. 
She was appointed to another broken congregation, but this community of faith had some 
unique challenges. Practically everyone in the congregation was related in some manner. 
Some were even first cousins twice removed. Most non-family members had left Holly 
Grove because of family dynamics and pastoral issues. This phase of her joumey began 
January 2007 and continues at this present time and will begin to unfold right before your 
eyes. 

Eyvonne was moved in the middle of the conference year (January 2007) and was 
appointed as the pastor of the Holly Grove AME Church, Peachtree City, Georgia. This 
community of faith is 113 years in existence. Holly Grove is a rural family-oriented, male 
dominated, traditional African Methodist Episcopal Church congregation, who is being 
forced into becoming a suburban congregation. Her beautiful campus is located in 


Fayette County, Georgia and is the oldest African American congregation in Peachtree 
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City. Peachtree City was chartered on March 9, 1959 and founded in 1979 as Peachtree 
City Development Corporation. The community where Holly Grove is planted is an 
affluent, diverse planned city which developed and grew around Holly Grove. Eyvonne 
sees so much potential for growth, but the growth has to begin in the hearts of the people 
within Holly Grove’s own community of faith. 

After her first few weeks as Pastor, Eyvonne began to understand the real 
dynamics at work in the church. She had seen it before. There seemed to be a spiritual 
disconnect. A family within the church was feuding and not speaking to each other, 
which has spilled over into others parts of their family and affected the body of Christ. 
The pastor was not to do anything but preach and the members (men) and a few others 
would lead the people and make the necessary decisions. Eyvonne being the first woman 
to Pastor this congregation did not help the situation either. Cliques were operating in the 
church and people were feeling alienated and left out. Young adults were not serving in 
leadership positions and were not encouraged to do so. Emphasis was placed on the 
physical structure from the stand point of which family member had built the building 
and fixtures, who poured the concrete for the parking lot and so much more. People from 
the church cemetery were still running the church and giving orders. The fact that Holly 
Grove had been designated a Historical Site seemed to be the dominant conversation. The 
culture of Holly Grove is focused inward instead of outward. 

Eyvonne began to relive her past and see her home church and other 
congregations coming into view. She saw and experienced spiritual disconnect, a lack of 
love and commitment to God and Jesus before; and she saw the same in this church. 


Beyond the spiritual condition of the church Eyvonne saw a much deeper issue, this 
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congregation was hurting with many wounds from many members. She never heard 
anyone at Holly Grove ever encourage one another as Paul commands believers to do. As 
their pastor, Eyvonne never heard encouraging words about the sermon, a song or a 
worship experience. Attendance at Sunday Church School and Weekly Bible Study was 
at an all-time low. No one ever talked about the sovereignty and goodness of God. They 
were preoccupied with negative conversations about each other and past administrations. 
Where was God in all of this? How could the church not see the need to grow in their 
faith? Why weren’t the members focusing on becoming true disciples of Jesus Christ in 
an effort to grow the kingdom of God here on earth? 

After much reflection, Eyvonne began to see herself in the Holly Grove 
community of faith. She saw her own years of struggle and pain, oppression and pursuit 
of love and remembered how God had blown new life into her seemingly dead situation. 
She relived the benefits of a deeper relationship with God. God spoke to the prophet 
Ezekiel: 

Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 

know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 

God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”” 

Just as God had spoken to and called Ezekiel, God was speaking to and calling 
Eyvonne to speak to the condition of God’s people. It became clear to Eyvonne that God 


had placed her in this valley of dry bones to be used of God to encourage spiritual 


renewal, greater discipleship and to serve as a catalyst for members to develop a new 


7Ez37:3-6. 
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thirst for God and evangelism. Everything she encountered in life and ministry has 
equipped her for the divine assignment she is currently engaged. As she lives out her call 
of God, she is pursuing her Doctor of Ministry degree at the United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. Her area of concentration is in Congregational Development 
and Church Administration. 

The focus for this project is based on spiritual restoration, revival and a return to 
God. The hypothesis that guides this work is that in order for spiritual and numerical 
growth to take place in the body of Christ at Holly Grove AME Church, believers have to 
reconnect to their first love who is God; they must fall in love with Jesus, again. The title 
of this project and work is Reconnecting the Connection: Building Meaningful 


Relationships with God, Family and Community. 


CHAPTER TWO 
THE STATE OF ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


This chapter will preview authors who have written on the subject of conflict, 
conflict within the church, and the resolution of conflict through love. This project is 
launched with an emphasis on love and the community of faith returning and 
reconnecting with God who is love. The writings included in this document are not all 
inclusive, but are a random sampling of information written on the subject matters. There 
is a vast array of information pertaining to the subject of conflict within the church and 
the concept of love in resolving such conflict. The author will attempt to present a 
preview of the thoughts of a few theologians and others who have approached the subject 
of love and conflict within the church. 

It seems appropriate for the writer to begin with a working definition of conflict 
and its resolution through love and more specifically a return to the love of God. Conflict 
for the purpose of this project is disruption, disharmony, divisiveness, controversy and 
tension which impede the growth and forward movement of people, ministries, programs 
and the overall institution of the church. This writer argues God is love and God is the 
defusing factor as it relates to conflict within the church. Hugh F. Halverstadt, in his 
writings states, “Christians fight. Christians not only fight, they also often fight dirty.” 

“In summary, threats to self-esteem, pressures for and against personal and social 


change, and vulnerability to power plays in voluntary systems all combine to exacerbate 
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the sinful humanness of parties to church conflict. Indeed one marvels that any church 
conflicts are ever Christian or constructive.” 

After establishing the fact that Christians fight, Halverstadt redirects his focus to 
ascertain whether church conflicts can ever be Christian. He is of the persuasion that 
some church conflicts are Christian. He deems the turning point is when church officers 
with strongly differing convictions control their emotions and begin listening respectfully 
to one another. “What can make church fights Christian? Halverstadt says, a constructive 
process is vital. What can start differing Christians on a path of Christian conflict is a 
way of interacting that elicits and utilizes more godly traits and gifts in them and in the 
larger faith community around them.” 

This writer agrees to a point with Halverstadt and some of his writing, but does 
question the fact of church conflict ever being Christian. This writer contends members 
of the community of faith should always be cognizant of their Christ-likeness, 
relationships with God and one another and strive to exhibit Christian principles as 
written by Paul in Galatians 5:22 (The Fruit of the Spirit), which would prevent, deter 
and deflect conflict from escalating within the community of faith. The writer is basing 
her assessment on this writer’s implementation of the Fruit of the Spirit Tree within her 
contextual setting. An artificial tree with fruit shaped ornaments bearing each of the fruit 
of the spirit and scriptural references was placed in the sanctuary. Members were asked to 
pick a fruit, memorize their particular fruit, scriptural references and determine their 


overall spiritual growth and feelings. The results varied. The majority of members took 
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on a positive posture and a minority continued on their path of destructive conflicting 
behavior. 

The book entitled, Transforming Power, by Robert Linthicum was very 
resourceful and served as an eye awakening peer group discussion. One of the first topics 
of discussion was a working definition of power, in the local context from our own 
perspective. This was unique in that when judging from the opinions of different pastors 
or leaders, the local context justifiably so, shapes our perspective on power. Most times 
our experiences in dealing with various parishioners changes from one context to another. 

The writer defines power as the tool readily used by those welding the most 
influence in the congregation. Who are those wielding power? Usually those belonging to 
established family circles by virtue of their status in the community, and years of 
membership at the church. On rare occasions do pastors wield congregational influence 
depending upon longevity. 

Another point that was raised during the peer group discussion was Linthicum’s 
statement that shed light on Society as God intended. Linthicum believed that God 
intended for us to love our neighbor as much as ourselves. Linthicum is saying, that 
“God’s society is based on the hierarchical statement of relationship. When you’ re in 
harmony with your neighbor, you tend to have fewer problems with sharing.” In 
comparison, Philippians 2:4 says, “Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

So, what then is relational power? The writer asked this question knowing that 
relationships are driven by the results of an individual’s ability to exercise power. In 
other words, the writer believes if people have no control, or at least shared control, ina 
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decision making processes between another, they would not be interested in that 
relationship. If a person does not understand what relational power entails, they more or 
less never reach the point of sharing. 

So then, relational power comes from understanding the stories and interests of 
people we want to work with, colleagues in congregations, neighborhoods and schools, 
and potential community allies. 

In the church, relational power is a rarity in that people, in some cases never allow 
the time and opportunity to learn each other’s interests. Specialized agendas usually set 
the tone, and thus actualization of harmony is never even attempted. 

Bernard V. Brady has written on the subject of love. His book Christian Love: 
How Christians Through the Ages Have Understood Love begins his writings by 
championing love from the Old Testament as ‘Aheb and Hesed’.' He suggests ‘Aheb’ as 
being general in use and deals with marriage and relationships with connotations of 
desiring and experiencing. Brady says, “Aheb is used to describe love between persons, 
God’s love for people, people’s love for God, and love for non-personal things.” Hesed 
on the other hand, is more limited in its meaning and more frequent in its use. According 
to Biblical Scholar Katherine Dobb Sakenfeld, hesed has several characteristics. 
Sakenfeld says, hesed is always used in reference to people, never to things and within 
established relationships. Hesed in its most basic form refers to an action that “preserves 
or promotes life.” The writer is inclined to agree with the definitions and purpose of 
hesed because of its reciprocal and relational values. She believes when Hesed is applied 
appropriately in relationships and within the community of faith dissention will cease and 
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become non-existent. One only has to reflect upon God’s love for humankind, and 
humankind’s love for God. 

Brady continues to examine love from New Testament theology using the Greek 
term Agape, which was chosen to interpret the Hebrew word for love. There were several 
Greek words used to define love—philia and eros. Philia is usually interpreted to mean 
friendship; eros deals with desire and has more of a sexual connotation. Brady makes 
mention of G. Johnston, a Scripture scholar who put it simply, “Jesus revealed the 
meaning of love by his life.”* This writer agrees with the theology of Johnston and 
supports the presupposition that Christian love should be readily identified by the life led 
by the Christian. The life of a Christian should be the personification of Christ who was 
the embodiment of love. This author believes the love Jesus displayed, preached and 
taught should rule supreme within the hearts, minds and actions of member of the 
community of faith. When such behavior is demonstrated and revealed there is less room 
for conflict and confusion within the body of Christ. 

Brady mentions several passages of scripture which point to the tenet of love. All 
four Gospels in the New Testament of the Holy Bible have a rendering of Jesus giving a 
new commandment, which is to love one another. Brady mentions there are over eight 
New Testament scriptures which command us to “love our neighbor as we love 
ourselves.”® In the Gospel of John 3:16, we find where God shows God’s love for the 
world and humankind, by emptying God’s self for Salvific purposes. God sent God’s son, 


Jesus into the world to redeem and save the world from sin. This writer affirms love is 
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central to the church body and must rule and super rule if the church is to stay viable and 
healthy. 

Brady considers Augustine a major theologian with outstanding writings 
concerning the theology of love. He says, it was Augustine’s “Insistence on the supreme 


importance of love of God in the Christian life”’ 


has been very influential on the 
Christian tradition. Brady asserts that many of Augustine’s thoughts and writings are 
scattered thoughts. “But at the outset it can be said that Augustine’s understanding of 


»® This writer is in total 


love is simple: we are to love God and all things in God. 
agreement with Augustinian thought about the simplicity of love. She is of the belief that 
love is a system of belief and practice. When the focus is directed and or redirected to the 
love of God confusion dissipates, and gives ways to order and harmony. 

Another theologian with a propensity toward a theology of love was Soren 
Kierkegaard, a 19" century scholar, theologian, poet and writer. “To be a Christian, he 
said, is not simply to be born in a Christian country and grow up with the Christian 
virtues of decency, tolerance and graciousness. To be a Christian is to become 
contemporary with the Christ who suffered and was persecuted, who castigated the 
Pharisees and was crucified.”® In his writing, Works of Love, Kierkegaard posits there are 
radical differences between genuine love, (which is calls Christian love) and romantic 


love, or what he calls erotic love or friendship. For Kierkegaard, Christian love is the 


neighbor rather than the self. Christian love is stable and enduring: it is not subject to the 
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ups and downs of emotions. Christian love is commanded not chosen.'° The writer would 
argue for Kierkegaard’s beliefs regarding Christian love, in that Jesus commanded us to 
love one another as I have loved you; to love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 
Therefore, this writer believes Christian love is sacrificial and a denial of the self. When 
believers within the community of faith understand the true meaning of love as being that 
of Christ, neighbor and sacrificial giving the level of chaos and conflict will be 
minimized, 

Tony T. Evans is the author of God’s Glorious Church: The Mystery and Mission 
of the Body of Christ promotes the idea the local church must understand their identity 
and purpose for their existence, and provide a biblically healthy context for believers to 
grow and live out their lives by faith.'’ This writer is in agreement with Evans and 
suggests there is an identity crisis within the context and community of faith in which she 
serves. The contextual setting is deeply entrenched with family members who are more 
concerned about social and familial status rather than a “biblically healthy context in 
which to grow and live out their faith. Evans intimates “God designed the church to be 
the epicenter of culture and the church’s strength or weakness is a major determining 
factor in the success or failure of human civilization.”!? “When the church is strong, its 
members recognize their eternal purpose and the church (community of faith) moves 


forward.”"? This writer agrees with Evans and her model will demonstrate how a 
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congregation can eradicate confusion and chaos by redirecting their focus toward their 
mission and purpose. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., one of the Twentieth Century’s greatest proponents 
of unity, love and peace made some profound statements regarding the church and the 
Church’s mission. In his book, Strength to Love, he says, “If the church does not 
recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social club without moral or 
spiritual authority.”'* The author was referring to the participation of the church relative 
to the civil rights movement and the struggle for peace and economic and racial justice. 
The same principles apply when it comes to internal strife and struggles within the 
church. 

Dr. King further makes some very pointed and relevant statements concerning the 
status of the church. He compares the church to the efforts of communism to win persons 
over to their cause. He begins by asking the question, “How many Christians are as 
concerned to win others to Christ? Often we have neither zeal for Christ nor zest for his 
kingdom. For many Christians, Christianity is a Sunday activity having no relevancy for 
Monday and the church little more than a secular social club having a thin veneer of 
religiosity.” The writer has experienced the social atmosphere in the context in which 
she serves and has modeled her project. Both Dr. King and this writer contend that 
hardhearted people are incapable of love and see people as objects rather than people. 
The writer asserts that reconciliation and a reconnection to Christ and biblical principles 


will change the atmosphere of families and churches embroiled in conflict and chaos. 


“Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1963). 


“Ibid. 


24 


The term spirituality refers to the state of a deep and abiding love relationship to 
God in Jesus Christ. Writing on the subject, J. M. Houston says, “The interest among 
evangelical Christians in spirituality is new and yet also a deeply based consciousness. It 
is new because the word spirituality is not commonly used, nor does it occur in biblical or 
theological dictionaries.” He contends that spirituality is more abstract, even misleading 
in light of the fact that there is a decline of the sacred “even among evangelical Christians 
and the deep penetration of secularism into every aspect of life are causing alarm and the 
need to reconsider devotion to Christ much more seriously.”'® 

A classic work that gives systematic treatment of spiritual theology and 
establishes the principles of the theology of Christian holiness and the applied aspects of 
the journey of the soul from conversion from sin to the heights of perfection is found in 
Spiritual Theology by Jordan Aumann.' Beginning with the principal doctrines of God, 
sin, salvation and the church, Simon Chan’s Spiritual Theology: A Systematic Study of 
the Christian Life gives reflective consideration of the practice of the spiritual life from 
prayer to spiritual direction.'* A Christian View of ‘Spirituality by Francis A. Schaeffer is 
the third volume of a five-volume set.'? 

The subject of spirituality could not be addressed without recognizing theologian 
Dr. Howard Thurman, who made spiritual contributions of national and international 
magnitude. His spirituality influenced contemporary understandings of black theology 
today. Born in 1899 as the grandson of ex-slaves, Howard Thurman was considered a 
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spiritual prophet who saw God as personal and immanent. The life and ministry of Jesus 
is the highest example of the immanent God.””° Dr. Thurman’s works speak on the 
subject of spirituality and the inner spiritual quest. Among them are: Deep Is The 
Hunger’! that addresses sensitiveness and The Inward Journey is a book of meditations.” 
More by Dr. Thurman is shared in the foundations section of this project. 

Among the others who have written on the theological aspects of spirituality 
include Donald Bloesch’s chapter, “Two Types of Spirituality” in his book The Crisis of 
Piety. In this chapter he compares two sources of spirituality: the mystical, stressing the 
immanence of God, and evangelical, stressing the transcendence of God.” Joseph D. 
Diskill looks at the discovery of readers’ spiritual heritage through an examination of 
history and practice and the theological affirmations that undergird it. “Jane Erricker and 
others edited Spiritual Education: Cultural, Religious, and Social Differences: New 
Perspectives for the 21“ Century, The editors debate spiritual education in the 21" 
century and look at religious and theological approaches, psychological and 


anthropological approaches, and pedagogical approaches.”° Seven diverse traditions of 
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Protestant spirituality are explored by scholars from each tradition in Protestant Spiritual 
Traditions edited by Frank C. Senn.” 

An exploration in spiritual theology in the search for a transforming knowledge of 
God is discussed in Experiencing God: Theology As Spirituality by Kenneth Leech.”” 
Geraldine Dysart Ingram in her doctoral dissertation, “Creating A Christian Spiritual 
Formation Center Based On John Wesley’s Disciplines, attempts to increase the 
contemporary understanding of the spiritual disciplines in the Wesleyan tradition. BA 
classic introduction to theology from an Anglican perspective is presented in Introduction 
to Theology by Owen C. Thomas and Ellen K. Wondra.”° Spirituality and the 
Curriculum, edited by Adrian Thatcher is an integration of education and theology that 
provides a contemporary survey of the theological issues facing the spirituality debate.*° 

Theologian Henri J. M. Nouwen shows the relationship between professionalism 
and spirituality in the ministry in Ministry and Spirituality>" In another of his works, Way 
of the Heart: Desert Spirituality and Contemporary Ministry, Nouwen seeks to bring 


understanding of bringing light into a dark world during a period of history.> . 
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CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


God is spirit or spiritual reality. Paul Tillich states, “God is spirit. This is the most 
embracing, direct, and unrestricted symbol for the divine life.” For Augustine, “We are, 
and we are what we are, by participation in God, and by our participation in God we are 
(though we may not realize it) in direct and immediate contact with him. It is possible for 
humans to attain the divine light or spiritual contact, but that experience will be transient 
since humans are not capable of maintaining contact for long since they are not fully 
capable of maintaining the divine. The human soul will plunge back into the dim 
humdrum of everyday life.' 

Augustine believes there are links between man and God. He states: “The links 
between man and God are always there; the soul of man is always in a sense, in God; 
God is always present in his entirety to the soul.” Spirituality is about aiming at nothing 
but God. It is about loving God and keeping Him as a friend. God will not leave you as 
others do. Cling to Jesus in life and death. He cannot fail you as others do. Apart from 
God, all the trust you place in others is a total loss. Whoever finds Jesus finds a rare 


treasure, a precious jewel. Whoever loses Jesus loses the whole world. 
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Spiritual growth in Christ is a dynamic process marked by awakening, birth, 
growth, and maturation. This process requires careful and intentional nurture for the 
disciple to reach perfection in the Christian life. There are stages of spiritual growth and 
transition: Christian beginnings; Christian birth; Christian growth; and Christian maturity. 
These require careful and intentional nurture for the disciple to come to maturity in the 
Christian life and to engage fully in each other and members of the denomination at large, 
disciples must be spiritually and biblically grounded. 

There is no other way to equip each other and the church to deal with issues in the 
workplace like, professional integrity issues and challenges; the changing relationships 
and expectations of organizations and their workers; the persistence of discrimination and 
the challenge of diversity within the workplace: and the ecological challenge of 
environmental protection and sustainability. This list is certainly not complete, we could 
add more, but these seem to be fundamental and inescapable as we consider issues of our 
faith to confront issues of this the 21 century. 

Spirituality is not something you see but can definitely feel. The spirit is that part 
of humanity associated with the mind and feelings distinguishing it from the physical 
body. Spirituality is a person’s essential nature. Spirituality is a specific tendency or 
inclination toward God. It is relating to, consisting of or having the nature of the Holy 
Spirit. It is being concerned with or affecting the soul. Spirituality is of God, from God 
and relating to God. Spirituality is a pattern for life. 

Spirituality is a yielding of oneself to God. It’s a journey toward God. It is 
fulfilling that hunger for something in life. Spirituality fills a void that career, marriage, 


family and social status cannot fill. People can and will go to great lengths to feel good 
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about themselves, but often these efforts do not pay off in self-acceptance or approval of 
others. The need goes deeper. Neither a church with 1,500 in worship attendance on 
Sunday morning, nor a workshop with 5.000 youth in attendance can confer this worth 
upon you. The need is deeper. 

In Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Alice asks the Cheshire-Cat, “Will you tell 
me, please, which way I ought to go from here? “That depends a great deal on where you 
want to get to,” said the Cat. “I don’t much care where---,” said Alice. ‘Then it doesn’t 
matter which way you go,’ said the Cat. If you do not know where you are going, any 
path will take you there! If you have an inclination for a relationship with God you are a 
candidate for engaging God as you travel on a Spiritual journey. Only one path will take 
you there. 

That path is love; a love for Christ that is so all-consuming that every other love 
must wither away. If Christ is everything, then all else is nothing unless it is in Christ or 
loved for Christ’s sake. If the goal is to love God with all one’s heart, soul, mind and 
strength, then no other goal communal, personal, or national can be allowed to stand in 
the way. Thomas a Kempis, a 13" century monk says it this way, “One’s own will must 
be put to death so that God’s will may be done.”* 

Jesus Christ wants you to imitate His life and habits. This is true salvation. This is 
how one can be the light of the world. One should have, as the primary effort to study the 
life of Jesus Christ. Those who have His Spirit will find in it a hidden manna. There are 


of course, many who hear the gospel but do not care for it because they do not have the 
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Spirit of Christ. There are those who know the whole Bible by heart and the principles of 
all the philosophies, but if they do not recognize the grace and the love of God in their 
lives, there is no profit. “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity,” (Ecclesiastes 1:2), except to 
love God and serve God alone. 

This is the greatest wisdom — to seek the kingdom of God in the midst of what 
may appear in the world. See the good in spite of what is appearing. It is vanity, 
therefore, to seek and trust in riches that perish. It is vanity also to court honor and to be 
puffed up with pride. It is vanity to follow the lusts of the body and to desire things for 
which severe punishment must come later. It is vanity to wish for long life and to care 
little about a well-spent life. It is vanity to be concerned with the present only and not to 
make provision for things to come. It is vanity to love what passes quickly and not to 
look ahead where eternal joy abides. 

Spirituality is a definite reliance upon the Spirit, which is a “Walk by means of 
the Spirit.”* Such reliance upon the Spirit is imperative because of the impossible 
heavenly calling, the opposing power of Satan, and the continued presence of the flesh 
with its academic nature. We cannot meet tomorrow’s issues today. The walk is step by 
step and this demands a constant appropriation of the power of God. The fight of faith is 
that of continuing the attitude or reliance upon the Spirit. To those who walk with God, 
there is opened a door into “Fellowship with the Father and with his Son: and into a life 
of fruit-bearing and service with spiritual manifestation to the glory of God.”® 

What is true spirituality? “It is the unhindered manifestation of the indwelling 
Spirit. These manifestations are: 
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e The Spirit Produces Christian Character 

e The Spirit Produces Christian Service 

e The Spirit Teaches 

e The Spirit Promotes Praise and Thanksgiving 

e The Spirit Leads the Spirit Witnesses With Our Spirit 


¢ The Spirit Makes Intercession For Us’ 
Theological Foundations 


“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, (Galatians 5:22-23). In these nine 
words we have not only the exact statement as to what Christian character is, but a 
description, as well, of the life that Christ lived while here on the earth. It is a statement 
of that manner of life which He would have the Christian experience here and now. These 
nine words form a Bible definition of what is meant by the phrase, “For me to live is 
Christ”. 

The child of God is not facing the shadows which are the ideals of the world, 
though in ignorance he might suppose that he is. He is facing the problem of showing 
who hath called us from darkness into his marvelous light. He will find little 
encouragement in the Bible to attempt the building of these characteristic of the infinite. 
The very position of a child of God as a heavenly citizen demands that these nine graces 


which are the Fruit of the Spirit shall be present in their daily life. Children of God are to 
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walk worthy of the calling they are called into, “With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.””'” 

There must be some quality of life and character in the Christian with which God 
can have fellowship. But if God finds anything like himself in a human life, He must 
place it there; for He knows full well that such divine graces can never appear in a life 
apart from His own Power. God has made full provision that they may be produced by 
the Spirit. One must walk in the Spirit. Walking by means of the Spirit, or being led by 
the Spirit, is not, flesh being helped in some degree by the spirit. It is said to be a direct 
accomplishment of the Spirit in spite of the opposition of the flesh.'° Christian service is 
a direct exercise of the energy of the Spirit through the believer. Human energy could 
never produce living water, and never rivers. We as humans could be no more than the 
channel, or instrument, for the divine outflow. When general agency staff people are in 
tune with the spirit through their practice of spiritual disciplines they are the channels and 
instrument to express God’s love through their Christian service. 

The very service of the Christian, like his salvation, has been designed in the 
eternal plan and purpose of God: For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life (Ephesians 2:10). 
According to this passage God hath before ordained a very special service for each 
individual to perform, and the doing of these particular and individual ministries 
constitutes good works according to the divine estimates. “Any service other than that 
which was foreordained for the individual though valuable in itself cannot be called good 
works: because it is not the personal outworking of the will of God. The discovery and 
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realization of good works is not experienced by all believers, but only by those who have 
presented their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God; who are not 
conformed to this world, but are transformed (transfigured) by the renewing of their 
minds (Romans 12: 1-2).”"! 

Such ability the Spirit will use, but a gift as the Bible uses the word, is a direct 
undertaking or manifestation, of the Spirit working through the believer to accomplish it; 
rather than the believer doing something and calling on God for help in the task. It is the 
“work of the Lord in which we are to abound. According to the Word, the Spirit produces 
Christian service as He produces the grace of Christ in and through the believer. Every 
faculty of the human instrument will be employed in the work. That human instrument 
will know what it is to be weary and worn in the service. Human energy, however, could 
never produce the divine results which are anticipated, and the Scriptures jealously 
contend that true Christian service is a direct manifestation of the Spirit. There are 
diversities of gifts, but one Spirit. No two Christians are doing the same service; the 
Spirit produces the energy and accomplishes the individual and particular work in each. 
“And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh (energizes) all in all. But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every (Christian) man to profit withal. To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit, to another faith by the same spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discernment of 
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spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another interpretation of tongues. All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses” (Corinthians 12:7-11). 

Christian service is not necessarily essential to true spirituality. If it is God’s will 
for us, we are just as spiritual when playing, resting, driving to the store or ill as when we 
are active in service. One concern is to know and do the will of God; but true spirituality 
is expressed and exercised in the ministries committed to believers and which can be 
accomplished only by the power of God. 

The teaching manifestation of the Spirit in the believer is described in John: “I 
still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of 
truth comes he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has 
is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 
16:12-15). 

This is a promise that the child of God may enter the highest realm of knowable 
truth as revealed in the Word of God. All things that the Father has are included in the 
things of Christ and things to come, and these form the boundless field into which the 
believer may be led by the divine Teacher. This divine reality will no doubt engage our 
minds and hearts forever; but Christians may not be entering and progressing in these 
realms of truth and grace. 

“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 


so that we understand the gifts bestowed on us by God” (I Corinthians 2:12). As for you 
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the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and so you do not need anyone to 
teach you. But as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, 
and just as it has taught you, abide in him.’ 

In this Christian walk and especially as general agency staff it is important to 
always undergird oneself with praises and thanksgiving to God. It is important to hear 
and sing hymns, spiritual songs, and chants in your head and in your heart. In other 
words, *...but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18). All things are working together 
for the good for those that are children of God and should always give thanks and praise 
for all things. Thanksgiving for all God’s gifts and praise to God for who God is, this is 
not only the duty, but the desire of all Christians. God is Omnipotent, Omnipresent; God 
is Alpha and Omega, the Bright and Morning Star. Praise and Thanksgiving are direct 
products of the Spirit. Praise and thanksgiving are directly lified to God. Christians do not 
know what praise and thanksgiving mean to God, but we do know that praise and 
thanksgiving should be a part of the believer’s life. Hallelujah! 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do; by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 


“Ibid, 45. 
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hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law — indeed it cannot and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:1-8). 

Many Christians are not constantly led by the Spirit, but when one walks in the 
Spirit, God’s grace is experienced. The leading of the Spirit is experienced by all in 
whom the Spirit dwells. This leading of God depends on a willingness to allow God to 
lead, to go where God would have one to go. 

“Tt is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God” 
(Romans 8:16). The meaning of this passage is that the Spirit witnesses with our spirits 
unto God. “I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19). 

By this particular manifestation of the Spirit unseen things become blessedly real. 
There is such a thing as always ever learning and never coming to know the truth. Truth 
must become real to all. One may know by faith that one is forgiven and justified forever: 
it is quite another thing to have a heart experience wherein all is as real as it is true. We 
may believe in our security and coming glory: it is different to feel its power in the heart. 
One may believe in things to come through the exact teaching of the Word: it is a 
precious experience to have it made real by the Spirit that the Lord is at hand, and that 


our eternal glory with Him may be but a moment removed. Such heart experience is 
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provided in the boundless grace of God for each of His children; but only those who 
abide in Him can know this ecstasy of life.' 

Intercession is a form of prayer. Intercession is a ministry where one stands 
between God and his fellow humans. Intercession is praying for others. Many prayers are 
for individuals. When one prays for others, unselfish prayers are prayed. 

The Spirit works to produce in the Christian a life which is heavenly in character, 
This life is commonly supposed that spirituality consists in struggling to observe a 
particular set of rules, or the imitation of a heavenly ideal. Spirituality is not gained by 
struggling; it must be claimed. The written Word reveals the character of the spiritual life 
and leads to its fulfillment; but it also faithfully reveals that the life can be lived only by 
the in-wrought power of God. We are to serve in the newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter.!> There is little blessing for any Christian until one abandons the 
principle of living by rules and learns to walk by the Spirit in God-ordained liberty and in 
fresh unbroken fellowship with his Lord. 

The Spirit prepares one for life. If called by God, God through the Spirit will 


prepare one to lead his people. 


Biblical Foundations 


Those called to ministry, whether lay or clergy must have a biblical basis for their 
ministry. Scripture is the primary source and criterion for Christian doctrine. It is through 


scripture that the living Christ meets humanity in the experience of redeeming grace. The 


“Tpid., 58. 


Ibid., 24. 
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church believes that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God and is in her midst and is 
whom she must trust in life and in death. Scripture reveals that through Jesus Christ the 
world is reconciled to God. The Bible bears witness to God’s self-disclosure in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as well as God’s work in creation. 

When your hearts and minds are open to the Word of God, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, faith is born and nurtures a deeper understanding is gained and the possibility of 
transforming the world becomes evident. 

Our standards affirm the Bible as the source of all that is necessary and sufficient 
unto salvation (Articles of Religion) and is to be received through the Holy Spirit as the 
true rule and guide for faith and practice.'® 

John Wesley believes that Scripture alone is the authority for Christian faith and 
practice. Wesley’s understanding of revelation involves a communication of the divine 
message from God to God’s chosen messengers, prophets, evangelists, and apostles, He 
does recognize that there are divine and human elements in the process, he minimizes the 
human and puts great emphasis on the faithfulness with which the message is transcribed. 
Wesley states: 

Concerning the Scriptures in general, it may be observed, the word 

of the living God, which directed the first Patriarchs, also, was, in 

the time of Moses, committed to writing. To this were added, in 

several succeeding generations, the inspired writings of the other 


Prophets. Afterwards, what the son of God preached, and the Holy 
Ghost spoke by the apostles the apostles and evangelists wrote.!” 


6 The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (Nashville, TN: The United Methodist 
Publishing House, 2004), 60. 


"John Wesley, Explanatory Noted Upon the New Testament (London, UK: Kissinge Publishers, 
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This statement minimizes the human element in the process of revelation as much 
as possible. 

Wesley refers to at least three ways in which the prophets and apostles 
participated in the writing of Scripture. First, there is a possibility of other sources used 
for Scripture. Three possible sources are noted for Jude’s claim that Enoch had foretold 
the Second Coming of Christ. “St Jude might know this either from some ancient book, 
or tradition, or immediate revelation.”"* 

Second, revelation operates in such a way that normal human processes are left 
intact. The prophets were participating in the process by using their judgment about how 
the message was best communicated. 

Third, the motivations of the apostles can be determined in the content of an 
epistle. In discussing why Paul would write to Timothy, it is to Paul’s motivations that 
Wesley turns. Although Paul had instructed Timothy privately, Wesley says that these 
letters were written to fix things more upon his mind, and to give him an opportunity to 
having recourse to them afterward and of communicating them to others, as there might 
be occasion, as also to leave divine directions in writing, for the use of the church and its 
ministers, in all ages. 8 

Wesley believed in the infallibility of Scripture. His claim was that Scripture is 
free from error. On many occasions Wesley seeks to understand what the Scripture said 


about a disputed question and then argues that the Scripture’s position has to be right 


SIbid., 89. 


"archibald M. Hunter, 4 Patterson for Life: An Explanation of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1953), 12. 
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since God could not be a liar. As one reads the scriptures one finds several passages that 
help to recall the importance of biblical foundations in our ministry. 

In the reading of the Commissioning of the Seventy, Jesus called those who will 
go before Him. After this, “The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of 
shim in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go” (Luke 10:1). Two 
witnesses were required for a testimony to be credible. Their work of course is to prepare 
the way for Jesus in each of the villages. They are forerunners, evangelists who have 
been enlisted and answered the call to serve. 

The theme of divine power states God has triumphed over evil powers at work in 
the present age (Ephesians 6:10-20). The emphasis on this statement provides the energy 
at work in believers and in the ministry of those called into service. In this passage we 
find the need to overcome hostile spiritual powers through bearing Gods weaponry and 
prayer. In the world, in the workplace, even in the church, the contest is not against flesh 
and blood; rather the authorities of the universe and the spirits of wickedness. Christians 
must be well armed to withstand the day of battle. 

Those called into service must be created in God’s image of righteousness, 
holiness and truth. The sandals suggest preparation for a long march as messengers of the 
gospel. Christians cannot be messengers if they have not bathed themselves in prayer and 
study in the spiritual disciplines. 

A secure guideline to wisdom and wholeness comes from the study of the 
scripture and practice of spiritual disciplines. Every scripture is inspired by God and has a 
targeted purpose. The purpose is “so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in 


Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:10). They are useful and beneficial for teaching, for 
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correction, for instruction that God’s person would be capable and “ready for every good 
work” (2Timothy 2:21). The purpose of scripture is the purpose of good schooling—to 
produce the well instructed and disciplined adult, proficient and well equipped in the 
graces and skills required for a positive role in church and society. 

“Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path 
that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law they meditate day and night. They are like trees planted by streams of 
water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not whither. In all they do, 
they prosper” (Psalms 1:1-3). 

In order to lead and train the people of God one must be prepared. One must have 
the right tools and prepare oneself for the task God has called one to do. The very best 
tool and the greatest tool if one is in position to lead God’s people is the Holy Bible. No 
one can lead God’s people if one has not equipped themselves with the Word of God. 
The Bible is the foundation, the cornerstone of life and any relationship of God. The 
Bible is a source of life, truth, light and hope. 

As one studies the biblical text and prepares for ministry one must begin with 
attention to the immediate contemporary environment in which the biblical text is 
encountered.” Christians must think about the issues and concern facing the people we 
are called to serve. The foundation of the Christian ministry is the Bible; therefore a 
sound biblical foundation is necessary for effective ministry by all general agency staff. 

There are several scriptures that can under gird the work of general agency staff. 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no 


Fredrick Tiffany, Introduction to Biblical Interpretation: A Road Map (Nashville, TN: Abingdon 
Press, 1991), 25. 
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need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth””! (2 Timothy 2:15). The 
Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible states the passage in this way “Do your best 
to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who has no need to be ashamed, 
tightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). The Message by Eugene Peterson 
says “Concentrate on doing your best for God, work you won’t be ashamed of laying out 
the truth plain and simple” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

In this particular passage of scripture Timothy presents a counter-image of the 
reliable church leader, who is strengthened in the struggle with the opponents by the 
reminder of “God’s firm foundation.” 

This second letter of Timothy is intended to address the behavior of individual 
members of the church and of various groups within it. They are filled with instructions, 
commands, lists of vices and virtues and personal examples of good and bad behavior. 
“Paul serves as the primary model of good behavior; a group of false teachers serves as 
the model of bad behavior.”?? 

“The Christian community had been de-stabilized both doctrinally and socially. 
This allusion to their presence are evident in the author’s exhortation, lending urgency 
and relevance to his admonitions to adhere to sound doctrine’ to maintain the traditional 
patterns of social and ecclesial authority, and to conform in behavior to the norms of 


moderation, modesty, and godliness so prized in the Greco-Roman world. 4 


*!James L. Mays, HarperCollins Bible Commentary-General Edition (New York, NY: 
HarperCollins Publishing, 1988), 1135. 


*Ibid., 1136. 
*Tbid., 1137. 
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God’s true workman vs. heretical teachers. Their teachings are 

characterized as disputing about words and godless chatter 

concerning the resurrection and teaching that the resurrection has 

already taken place. Since the doctrine of resurrection held so 

central a place in early Christianity it is natural that groups within 

the church, both “heretical” and “Orthodox”, would get a great 

deal of attention to it. In response to the heresy the author extorts 

Timothy to strive to handle the “Word of Truth”; i.e. the gospel 

given to him through Paul, with correctness. This means in this 

context that he is to preach and teach it faithfully and exemplifying 

it in his conduct.”° 

As church leaders prepare to teach the Word of Truth and lead in the spirit of 
servant leaders as they faithfully practice spiritual disciplines in order to be preparing 
God’s people for service in His Kingdom. 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow and as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it does not have 
much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, 
it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked, and it heeded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil 
and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a 
hundred fold” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” (Mark 4:3-9). 

As church professionals, general agency staff must always lead in the Spirit. This 
is accomplished through Prayer, Fasting, and Study of the Word, Meditation, honoring 
Sabbath, reflection and practice of the spiritual disciplines. One’s spiritual core is related 
to an understanding and practice of the ministry of all baptized Christians. 


Like the seed that fell on rocky ground, if staff has no depth of soil, and our roots 


are not grounded deep in the soil, then we will wither away and the leadership will suffer. 


5Charles M. Layman, Interpreter’s One Volume Community on the Bible (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 1971), 890. 
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Historical Foundations 


There are two historical figures that one may look to as role models or examples 
of ones who lived constantly in the presence of God through their practice of spiritual 
disciplines. Two important historical figures are God’s only Son, Jesus Christ and the 
founder of Methodism, John Wesley. 

Jesus Christ set the example for those who walk a Christian life and attempt to 
live like Jesus. There are passages that depict Christ in prayer, fasting, and meditation. 
Even though, he was often accused of not observing a literal Sabbath because of his 
healing of the sick and other acts committed on the Sabbath, Jesus did observe a Sabbath, 
he constantly set apart and rested in the Lord. 

There is one passage that quickly and easily comes to mind if you have studied 
the life of Jesus. “And he came out, and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives’ 
and the disciples followed him. And when he came to the place he said to them, pray that 
you may not enter into temptation. And he withdrew from them about a stones’ throw, 
and knelt down and prayed” (Luke 22). Luke emphasizes the command of Jesus to pray. 
Tn Matthew and Mark it says watch and pray; but Luke lifts up the word pray. To say that 
this was his custom suggests that this was the place of lodging for Jesus and the twelve 
disciples while in the city and that Jesus had a common practice of praying and 
meditating. 

“In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 


because of his reverent submission” (Hebrews 5:7). 
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Jesus identified with the people in his life of temptation and prayer. His identity 
with the people was achieved through strenuous effort and acceptance of suffering. In this 
passage it is not that Jesus was exposed to great strains and suffering, but that in them He 
turned to prayer and meditation. 

The founder of Methodism, his family and the people of his time are historical 
figures that one may use as examples in order to discover a model for the practice of 
spiritual disciplines. 

In particular John Wesley, “The most practically minded churchman of the 
eighteenth century was the most persistent seeker after the highest spiritual ideals for 
himself and others.””° 

Charles Wesley rather than John Wesley actually founded the Holy Club. 
However, it was John’s tenacity that continually developed the group of friends who 
came together for study and the creation of a higher religious life. In addition to John and 
Charles Wesley other members were William Morgan, Delamotte Ingham and George 
Whitefield. 

The words Holy and Methodists that were given to this group were descriptive 
and profoundly prophetic.” Their aim was always holiness. The Holy Club’s career was 
foremost a search for the best way to achieve holiness through regular worship, planned 
prayer and study, and the persistence in right living before the world. The group had 
continued prayer and praise at all meetings. 

Wesley was aware of the barriers that intellectual pride sometimes set in the way 
of a relationship of the divine. It seems that Wesley sought to put before his life and the 


?6Francis J. McConnell, John Wesley (New York, NY: Abingdon Press, 1939), 10. 
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life of those in the Holy Club all the treasures for gaining spiritual intelligence. This 
spiritual intelligence was gained through the practice of spiritual disciplines. These 
disciplines were practiced during planned, set apart time in addition to duties performed 
as students and as pastors. 

Wesley’s quest for perfection began with his reading of books on the devotional 
life Christian Perfection by William Law and Holy Living by Jeremy Taylor, through the 
Holy Club’s, Wesley was searching for “The utmost religious experience.” 

John Wesley and the other members of the Holy Club were steadfast in their 
search for the highest religious experience and believed that the Divine Spirit could speak 
through all sorts of conditions. “It is odd to reflect that the group at Oxford ran in a kind 
of resume about all the stages by which the Church as a whole has sought after success in 
Christian living, study, practice in specific religious exercises, and the creation of 
situations leading to sudden illumination.”” 

Wesley believed that faith is salvation. The moment a man has faith he is freed 
from doubt and fear, from sin and vicious desires. The love of God fills his heart.°° 

The writer contends that in Wesley’s mind, the only way to obtain this faith, the 
freedom of salvation and love for Christ Jesus is through the practice of spiritual 
disciplines. In his early studies and reading he knew he had to consecrate himself, body, 


soul, and substance to Almighty God. Wesley wanted to acquire the mind of Christ and 


he wanted to walk as He walked, not only in many or most respects, but in all things.*! 


*Ibid., 35. 
*Ibid., 38. 
**abram Lipsky, John Wesley: A Portrait (New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1928), 93. 
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Wesley knew that the only way to accomplish this was through studying God’s 
Holy Word; meditating on that Word; praying for discernment of the Word and clearing 
his mind and body to receive the Word and through Sabbath Keeping. 

When Charles founded that Holy Club he could not know that chiefly under the 
leadership of John similar clubs would spring up and grow, far outside of university 


circles and into Methodists societies.” 


*Francis J. McConnell, John Wesley (New York, NY: Abingdon Press, 1939), 74. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


FIELD EXPERENCE 


This writer argues that the church cannot carry out her mission of kingdom 
building unless members (believers) and the community of faith have a personal 
relationship with God. There has to be a deep abiding love for God and a coming together 
in love and harmony, sharing of resources and an overall conscious effort toward growth 
and evangelism. 

In order to become a viable entity within her community and to live out the true 
meaning of the ecclesia, the called out ones; a metamorphosis has to take place. The 
church as it existed on the day of Pentecost is the model church. The people were on one 
accord and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. They fellowshipped with one 
another, broke bread with each other and was in constant prayer. The result of such 
behavior produced a community of believers who loved the Lord and were empowered to 
help others in need. Their commitment to God produced spiritual and numerical growth 
within the community of believers. 

The church is a living organism of God and exists for the power of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit to operate and draw persons to the body of Christ. Jesus declared if the 


church lifts up Jesus, Jesus would do the drawing of the new converts. 
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The writer intends to use several approaches, models and methods in an effort to 
get the members of Holly Grove to rethink and do church. A paradigm shift has to take 
place and will require members to allow God to change their hearts, behaviors and 
mindset. The expected outcome will be a noticeably more loving and meaningful 
relationship and attitude toward, God, family, self and the overall community of faith. 

The project will expand over a six week period and will focus on the power and 
love of God. The author will prepare and preach a sermon series on love which will 
include the tenets of forgiveness, mercy, the redemptive power of God and discipleship. 
The members of Holly Grove will be asked to redirect their focus toward Christian 
principals and to adopt and adhere to their own value statements based on an intensive 
Bible Study. 

Members of Holly Grove will be asked to recommit themselves to God, family 
and their community of faith. Leadership training will be extended to officers and 
members regarding the practice of discipleship and evangelism. 

To determine the outcomes of this research, this researcher utilized the qualitative 
research method. John Creswell suggested that the idea behind qualitative research is to 


purposefully select participants or sites.' 
Problem Statement and Hypothesis 


The focus for this project is based on spiritual restoration, revival and a return to God. 


The hypothesis that guides this work is that in order for spiritual and numerical 


‘John Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method Approaches, 
Second Edition (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1998), 185. 
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growth to take place in the body of Christ at Holly Grove AME Church, believers have to 
reconnect to their first love who is God; they must fall in love with Jesus, again. 

“If a missional church is to resist the use of accommodating the modern or post 
modern culture, and that resistance depends on openness to the work of the Spirit through 
participation in the means of grace, then Christian initiation must be dramatically 
different from our current practice.”” One point of beginning is an encouraging of those 
who are leaders in the church to participate in and practice the spiritual disciplines of 
prayer, meditation, study of scripture, practicing the recognition of Sabbath and fasting. 

The spiritual disciplines of Prayer, Bible Study, Fasting, Meditation, and 
Observing Sabbath should not be reduced to religious observances. Holiness cannot 
consist of religious observances. These can only be means of grace, not the aim of grace. 
In Luke Chapter 9, we have an account of the twelve disciples giving their master a 
report of the success of their ministry. Jesus took his disciples and went aside privately 
into a desert place that they might have some relaxation from business, and encourage 
them to make this a regular practice. Those in the most public stations and that are most 
publicly useful, must go aside privately, both for the repose of their bodies and for the 
renewing of their minds with divine ideas. Spiritual disciplines should be practiced in 


order to avoid burn out, ineffectiveness, depression and an inability to lead in the Spirit. 
Research Design 


Church officers, leaders and laity were engaged in a Sermon Series, and a 


Church-wide workshop. The outcomes of all data collection instruments were collected 


"Ibid., 185. 
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and analyzed. The Professional Associates continually advised the writer on questions, 
resources, methodology. 

The researcher spent time with the participants and context associates asking 
questions concerning the spiritual disciplines they were practicing and how they related 
to their ministry. 

The Context associates served as participants in the actual research as well as in 


data tabulation. They also provided feedback on the design of the survey questionnaire. 
Instrumentation 


For group discussion, the use of a survey instrument measure whether or not this 
sample group practiced spiritual disciplines. The same questions were used for the 
survey, focus group, and individual interviews. Context associates and Professional 


associates were used to aid in developing the questions and data analysis. 
Intervention 


The Context Associates were used to distribute the surveys to the staff at the 
different agencies. The surveys were distributed in the fall of the year. The reason that 
this time of year was chosen was because this is the time of year when general agency 
staff are at the peak of their travel responsibilities. 

Phone calls were made to the focus group on three separate occasions. A 
conference call format was utilized for our discussions. Several questions from the survey 


were used for the focus group and the interviews. 
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Survey Development 


The questions for the survey were developed in consultation with the Context 
Associates and Professional Associates. Questions were framed to determine whether 
spiritual disciplines were practiced, local church involvement, frequency of participation 


in worship services, the questions were as follows: 
The Study of the Word of God 
1. Do you currently attend Bible Study? 
2. Would a Saturday afternoon Bible Study be convenient for you? 
3. Would you be willing to make Bible Study a priority in your 
weekly schedule? 
4. Can we count on you to commit to attending Bible Study? 
5. Do you currently attend Sunday Church School? 
6. Will you commit to attending Sunday Church School? 
Senior Adult Members (Only) 
1. Would you be willing to attend a Saturday Bible Study Class? 
2. Will you commit to attending at Saturday Bible Study (Noon) at 


least twice per month? 


3. Are you interested in forming a Seniors Group here at Holly 
Grove? 


4. Do you have any special needs,? (Grass cutting, yard clean up, 
visitation, etc.) 
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Youth Members (ONLY) 
Do you attend Bible Study? 
Would you be interested in attending a study that is structured for 
youth? 
Would you like to participate in Vacation Bible School? 
Are you interested in participating in a dance ministry at the 
church? 
Are you currently serving on the Usher Board? 
Would you be willing to become a youth usher? 
Do you currently sing in either of the youth Choirs? 


Would you be willing to participate in either of the youth choirs? 


What would you like to do for Jesus and your church? 


. Can you recite the 23" Psalms, The Lord’s Prayer and or the 


Books of the Bible? 


Ministry/Organizational Participation 


What organizations or ministries are you a part of? 


Name the ministries you feel God is calling you to be a part of: 


Will you commit to joining and actively participating in one or 
more ministries here at Holly Grove? 


4, Is church growth an important part of the life of the church? 
Please explain your answer: 


5. Have you ever participated in an all-out evangelism campaign? 


6. Are you interested in learning how to evangelize and invite people 
to come to Christ and possible join your church? 


7. Would you like to see Holly Grove actively working to grow from 
the inside outward? 


Measurement 


The data was collected from those who responded to the various questionnaires 
and surveys. A table of random numbers was utilized to select and invite participants. 
The survey instrument was sent to these selected individuals. Each staff person selected 
in the directory was sent an invitation to complete the survey. Seventy people received 
the survey. Additional surveys were used for each sermon. These results were tabulated 


in the same manner as the evangelism questionnaire above. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
FIELD EXPEIENCE 


The focus for this project is based on spiritual restoration, revival and a return to 
God. The hypothesis that guides this work is that in order for spiritual and numerical 
growth to take place in the body of Christ at Holly Grove AME Church, believers have to 
reconnect to their first love who is God; they must fall in love with Jesus, again. 

Reconnecting The Connection: Building Meaningful Relationships With God, 
Family And The Community Of Faith is more than a dissertation, it is the lived experience 
in Eyvonne’s life and the life of the members of Holly Grove. At times the writer felt as 
though she was on pilgrimage and a spiraling journey toward hell. In fact, all hell did 
break loose. It was hell when hurting people continued to make it their business to hurt 
and destroy the character of the pastor and others within the community of faith. It was 
hell when people seemed to come to church to pacify themselves to occupy their favorite 
family pew, stare at the pastor with disdain yet refused to reconnect to their first love; 
God through Jesus Christ. 

It was hell when the senior seasoned saints turned down a Bible study which was 
designed for them to have a closer and more intimate walk with God. It was hell when 
people would refuse to answer simple questionnaires pertaining to their spirituality and 
desire for intimacy with God, their families and the community of faith. It was hell when 


people decided to leave the church for no valid reasons other than they suddenly don’t 
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like the pastor and the families who are faithful to God and support the pastor. It was hell 
when the tithes and offering dropped and nobody seemed to care. It was hell to know that 
the more the writer preached and taught repentance, forgiveness and love of God, self and 
community the more diligently and strategically the destructive forces worked to 
continue to divide and conquer within their own immediate families and the community 
of faith. 

Eyvonne does not want to overly emphasize the painful issues she encountered 
during this process but she does want the reader to know that this journey was a labor of 
love and a faith journey where God gets the glory. She had a number of But God 
moments throughout this process to which she will relate in this section. She realizes the 
meaning of hurting people hurt other people and can only operate from their own level of 
comfort until they allow themselves to be liberated by the power of God’s love and the 
Holy Spirit. Holly Grove has been entrenched and steeped in pain for generations and 
Eyvonne had to learn that change and a reconnection would come in God's time and not 
her time. 

Eyvonne learned a valuable lesson from this particular experience. The members 
of Holly Grove must take ownership of the values pertaining to their relationship with 
God and their community of faith; otherwise, it is seen as an action of use or purpose. 
Eyvonne proudly displays her framed set of values and wonders if anyone ever reads or 
pays attention to the contents. 

This lesson was slow in coming but nearing the end of her doctoral journey the 
light came on and she realized there had to be a slow, methodical deconstruction in order 


to reconstruct and point people to Christ. 
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In spite of the heartache and pain through this process, God has broken, reshaped, 
reinvented, restored and blessed Eyvonne and every member who accepted the challenge 
of facing the mirror (God) and repenting, seeking forgiveness, learning to love God, self, 
family and community. While many continue to live in their glass houses, there were 
some who will be known as the remnant who allowed the rock (Jesus) and the power of 
the Holy Spirit to shatter and breakthrough their wounded spirits who are beginning their 
journey toward wholeness. 

Eyvonne was reminded that the reconnection was not just for Holly Grove, but a 
continuum of her own healing process. She learned that patience is a quality one must 
possess when God is doing God’s perfect work. Through this work, Eyvonne was 
reminded that repentance was more than turning away from but more importantly a 
turning back to God. And in so doing, those who refuse to love and be loved can be loved 
because of the unconditional love God has for every member of the household of faith. 

While Eyvonne was looking for a reconnection of the masses, God showed her 
and the community of faith that God will pour out love upon the few who avail 
themselves to God and they will be the righteous remnant that helped to hold the body of 
Christ together. 

Earlier, Eyvonne mentioned But God moments during this journey. One of her 
most memorial moments came on the Sunday morning when the Fruit of the Spirit 
ornament tree was introduced in the worship experience. An artificial green tree covered 
with fruit made from construction paper with the attributes (names) of the fruit of the 


spirit as found in Galatians 5:22-23 was placed in the center of the sanctuary. One side 
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had the name of the fruit of the spirit and the other side had scriptures to connect and 
reconnect some to who God had characterized them to become. 

Members were asked to come forth and pick a fruit, read daily their particular 
fruit and the scriptures pertaining to their fruit and pray for God to move upon their hearts 
to become not only the fruit they had selected, but every characteristic of the Fruit of the 
Spirit. Some moved reluctantly but the majority of people came forth with excitement 
and great jubilation. To hear and see the change in the demeanor of some of the members 
over the next few weeks was a confirmation that God was at work in something as simple 
as an artificial biblically based fruit tree. 

The writer is grateful to Sister Margaret Stinson for stepping out on faith and 
following the Pastor’s leadership in preparing the tree. To this day, members are stil] 
walking up to me and saying, “Pastor, I still have my fruit and I keep it in my Bible and 
read it daily.” Reconnecting The Connection: Building Meaningful Relationships With 
God, Family And The Community. 

A part of the process was to bring the women of the church together in a forum 
where healing and bonding could take place through the reading of Just a Sister Away by 
Dr. Renita Weems. The womanist theologian in Eyvonne wanted to introduce the group 
to womanist theology and how women can unknowing destroy one another by playing 
into misogyny and hedonistic systemic behaviors that have existed throughout the annals 
of time. They were able to extrapolate healthy and unhealthy relationships that sometime 
exist between women and resolve to deal with their own issues of mistrust, hurt and love 


through the eyes of the biblical women characters and through the eyes of God. 
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Emphasis was placed on loving God, loving self and loving others within the 
community of faith. Some participated and some did not. Those who availed themselves 
bonded and came to appreciate the ability to view the biblical stories and lessons from a 
different perspective. This group came together and planned a highly successful brunch 
and hat show. One might wonder why this piece is significant. The Bible Study and 
Brunch was a tool wherein God allowed a remnant of faithful women to bond, connect to 
one another and to God with the end result being sisters loving one another 
unconditionally. 

Eyvonne was challenged throughout this process to listen to God and follow as 
God was leading. Not only did she listen to God, she had to listen to people and 
recognize that not everyone would speak audibly, but through their actions and deeds. In 
the midst of trying to remind people that the mission and purpose of the church was for 
discipleship and evangelism, people were still continuing with their agenda to destroy the 
pastor and the community of faith, simply because things were going the way God 
intended for them to go and did not include their personal agendas. Those were the times 
when Eyvonne had to pray, preach and love the hardest because a part of her wanted to 
fight back with all of her might. 

But, God reminded Eyvonne the battle is not yours, it is mine. God had Eyvonne 
to recall when she was not so loveable because of pain, angst and grief. God continued to 
put before Eyvonne that she and the church was in a love affair with God and one 
another. In order for the body to connect the pastor has to stay connected to her first love, 


Jesus Christ. 
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As Eyvonne listened to God and the members, she also listened to her mentors, 
Dr. D. J. Moore and Dr. A. D. Washington who casually mentioned how they illustrated 
God’s love and healing through a simple puzzle. The Lord laid it upon Eyvonne’s heart to 
purchase two puzzles; The United States of America for the adults and a Winnie the Pooh 
for the children. 

Officers were instructed to bring large tables and place them in the front of the 
sanctuary. All who were able were asked to come to each table and help in assembling 
the puzzles. Members who refuse to sit on the same pew were working harmoniously 
beside one another, working together to join the puzzle pieces together. For the adults, it 
did not hurt that their puzzle was the United States of America. 

The youth completed their puzzle first and without being asked went over to assist 
the adults. At the conclusion of this spiritually bonding exercise the members were asked 
what they felt while working to finalize the puzzle. The responses varied. Some felt 
inclusive and others were elated to have been able to assist in the process. Many indicated 
the puzzle was a replica of how families and the family of God should work and bond 
together. 

Reverend Eyvonne preached the puzzle sermon on unity, connection, 
reconnection and how the body of Christ is fitly joined together. Meaningful relationships 
can be bridged in unique ways as long as the body allows Christ to lead. The 
methodology was different but the results were the same. The members of Holly Grove 
received the connection and began to connect with one another and God. Eyvonne has 
to admit, some things did not work. Everyone did not participate, but Eyvonne continued 


to trust God to see her through and point people to God. The church adopted a set of 
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values statements. Or, was it really the leaders and the church or the pastor who adopted 
the values statement. The values were drafted by the Pastor using the acronyms of Holly 
Grove. 

Once again, members were given a framed copy of the values statement as they 
came to the altar to recommit themselves to Christ, there church and one another. Some 
were excited and others looked from one to the other before they half-heartedly, 
unenthusiastically, hesitantly move to the aisle to make their way to the altar rail. The 
charge was issued and the members read from the plaques. Eyvonne was excited, but the 
members saw no value in this exercise of recommitment and reconnection. 

The final segment of this project was a church-wide workshop entitled 
Rethinking, Redoing and Re-growing Your Church: Moving From Control and Conflict 
To Leadership And Love. This workshop was a shared workshop with several 
congregations which led to a very lively and spontaneous discussion about issues of 
control and the church. It was apparent from those in attendance that the problems of 
control had nothing to do with location, size or age of the congregation; control and 
division issues affected all congregations because congregations are not complete without 
people. 

An irrefutable fact that emerged from the discussion was that most conflict in 
churches occurs when decency and order give way to position and power. From the 
various congregations represented in the workshop, rules, regulations and interpretation 
of those rules and regulations became the focal point. It was argued by some that pastors 
wanted too much power. The discussion became very acute when the image of shepherd 


and sheep emerged. 
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In making the distinction of the role and function of the shepherd versus the role 
and function of the sheep, very little could be said regarding the reasons and issues for 
conflict. Because shepherds can never become sheep and sheep can never become a 
shepherd the normal conflicts between the two are non-existent. On the other hand, 
because both pastor and people are human, the problems inherent in keeping order 
become problematic at best. 

When asked why is it that sheep want to be shepherds without going through the 
process of being transformed, little was said. Therefore, control and division has more to 
do with sin and acts of discontentment on the part of the laity than any other reason. 
Although members of the congregation are clear about boundaries, rules, hierarchy and 
power, the church is one of the few institutions where knowledge of the truth and living 


out the truth have nothing in common. 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSIONS 


A critical critique and reflection on the work of this project illuminates in very 
succinct and real ways the extent the 21“ century church has strayed away from God and 
its first love. From my experience, and in less than 20 years, the church has made 
significant changes in its attitude toward clergy leadership, respect, and honoring the 
office of pastor. The church has struggled and in some instances fought vehemently 
against women as pastors and ministerial leaders. Congregants are teaching their children 
to follow in their footsteps which are systematically walking in a wayward direction from 
God and the word of God. 

Clergy Killers, Antagonist in the Church and Wounded Healers are books that 
chronicle the pain and suffering that modern day pastors endure for the sake of the being 
faithful to their calling and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet in spite the clarion call to 
uniting the body as Christ under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it seems the church is going 
from bad to worst. Churches are losing members and closing their doors due to lack of 
participation and financial support like never before. Members seem to have invoked 
generational curses on the church out of a sense of misdirected anger and unrealistic 
expectations of God. As a result, this project has become a microcosm of what pastoral 
leaders and congregations all over the country are facing. No wonder congregational 


development is being aborted in order to establish new congregations with people who 
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are willing, able and desire to be the body of Christ as defined in the New Testament 
book of Acts. Judicatories, Episcopal leaders, Independent Associations and Ministerial 
Alliances all over the country have decided that it is better for those who have decided to 
die gracefully to do so, rather than fight against predetermined mindsets and values that 
are inconsistent with effective models of evangelism and discipleship that lead to healthy, 
vital and sustainable congregations. 

Although the project model was modified and revamped almost on a weekly 
basis, the victory and success came in seeing a remnant of the people continuing to thirst 
after the Lord Jesus Christ. This project is a testimony to the calling, conviction and 
contentment of the Called to persevere in the face of strong opposition and resistance. It 
acutely shows what happens when God is leading and directing lives; love conquers all. 

Throughout the course of these last two and one half years, Eyvonne has been 
thoroughly convinced that love is a relational journey, which begins with God and ends 
with God. This doctoral journey has taken her up on the high mountain and dipped her 
into the lowest valley, but through it all she has kept her eyes on God and her faith in God 
and God has seen her through. 

One of the questions that lingers for Eyvonne is whether or not the body of Christ 
understands when the abiding love of God is absent from the body of Christ, it ceases to 
operate as the New Testament Church established in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost. 

It is viewed as a social gathering place where the sick get sicker and die without a 
will to live. Many times, she has heard that the church is a hospital for sinners. That being 
true she wonders if people enter the hospital to live or die. The members know that the 


God Eyvonne loves and serves wants healthy vibrant disciples who can and will carry a 
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message of hope to a dying world. She believes God can and will breathe new life into 
the body of Christ even if God has to do it with a remnant. 

When God calls the church to reconnect, God is simply asking the people of God 
to choose ye this day whom ye will serve. God wants to be in relationship with those 
whom God loves and those who say they love God. The scripture tells us we cannot say 
we love whom we have never seen and hate our brother and sister who we see every day. 

It is my prayer that the persons who read this document will come to know and 
understand that God wants to be in loving relationship with God’s children. 

Eyvonne has seen once again the power of God move upon the hearts of people 
who had accepted pain and bitterness as a way of life thereby stifling their own personal 
growth and the overall growth of the church. Eyvonne has seen how negativity 
strongholds of bitterness, mistrust and hatred can eat at the very fiber of the church and 
prevent people from loving God and one another and living out her intended purpose to 
seek out and save the lost. 

In retrospect, Eyvonne believes that efforts to help others to evolve and develop 
their love relationship with God the focus an intentional focus has to be an outward 
experience. While the church can teach and preach the tenets of discipleship and 
evangelism, there has to be a demonstration of the same. In other words, the process has 
to be practiced outside of the community of faith in an effort to revitalize the inside and 
the member. 

The reconnection process is not only with God, family and the community of 
faith, it is with those who are on the outside of the building waiting to be introduced to 


this God we love. Had time permitted, Eyvonne would have done a discipleship and 


66 


evangelism campaign within the surrounding community and perhaps would now be 
serving an evolving multi-cultural church right in her own backyard. This is not the end, 
it is just the embryonic stage of a model of reaching, teaching and leading people to love 
God and love themselves. It is a quest to present a model to persons who have had serious 
injuries whether from their birth narrative, their familial status, current status and overall 
people who simply do not understand their own level of pain and how they continue to 
inflict pain upon others because they have not taken the time to reconnect with God. 

God does not have to prove God’s self to anyone, but once again God did. God 
took a Sandra Thompson who chose to take a stand for God if it meant becoming a target. 
She reconnected with God and demonstrated her love for God through her many acts of 
kindness and a spirit of “Pastor, it is going to be alright”. She moved from working 
behind the scenes to stepping forward to serve when others refused to do so. 

Stephanie Stinson Robb through her own personnel health challenges of Crohns’ 
disease has been the target of attacks from her own biological family and people within 
the community of faith because of her mere title of Treasurer. The challenge for Eyvonne 
helping people to reconnect was to see that language is everything. Stephanie was a 
servant assisting with the ministry of finance. It changed from the people’s money to a 
financial investment in God’s program once it was blessed and prayed over. Through 
Eyvonne’s tenure and process of reconnection, Stephanie has broken free of her cocoon 
and is a butterfly whose prayers reach and touch heaven. She is another person who has 
reconnected with God whom Eyvonne suspect’s is wrestling with the call of God upon 


her life. Eyvonne’s prayer is that Stephanie will answer in God’s appointed time. 
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Eyvonne saw God work in her own husband, Robert who has stood faithfully and 
dutifully by her side during her moments of conflict and struggle. Many Sunday’s she 
saw the anguish and pain upon his face because of the mistreatment his wife was 
receiving from members of the church. Robert kept coming and kept serving and has 
opened his heart more fully to reconnect with God and bring his immediate family and 
others closer to God. Robert’s prayers and words of encouragement enabled Eyvonne to 
make the seventy mile trip to minister to God’s people. 

As a pastor, preacher and teacher for Christ, God had reintroduced Eyvonne to the 
consoling, cleansing loving power of God. Eyvonne knows what it is to love your 
enemies and do good while not harming those who seek to destroy her. This process 
reiterated that no matter how personal it may seem, one cannot take it personally because 
it is about the love of God and the power to heal, to forgive and reconnect. Through this 
process God opened and closed some wounds for the writer and others and in so doing 
they were drawn closer to God through Jesus the Christ. 

Eyvonne recommend’s this project to anyone who has a sincere desire to develop 
a closer walk with God and allow God to purge and cut off any and everything that 
hinders and prevents the work of ministry, discipleship and evangelism to come forth. 
God is a reconciler and will accept God’s people in whatever state they come to God. 
God is love and wants to love the hell out of people. For God so loved the world God 
gave God’s only begotten son and whosoever believes in Him will not perish but will 
have everlasting life. 

This project will be repeated and replicated by thousands of congregations all 


over America. Therefore, the writer would advise pastors and faithful congregants to 
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prepare themselves for resistance and sabotage. Appropriately managing expectations and 
outcomes is going to be a critical part of the congregational maturity. The goal is still 
based on the Great Commission of Jesus and that is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. The goal of reconnecting the connection is that of 
winning the lost, convicting the taught and reclaiming the distraught. As the writer and 
team of faithful followers have witnessed; this ministry is not for the faint of heart, 
neither is it for the weak in spirit; it is for those who with Holy Boldness proclaim the 
love of God that is only found in Christ Jesus. 

The emphasis for this project must be based on the realization that lost, hurting, 
angry and delusional people are in the pews of God’s church. The mission is to love in 
the midst of unbecoming behavior and conditions. The writer rejoices in the experiential 
knowledge that there are no perfect churches or people; just people who need the love of 
God found in Christ Jesus. Her conviction is clear; her calling is not to save, but to point 
those who are not saved in the direction of Jesus who is the Savior. She is firmly satisfied 
that God has placed her in tough places because her heart is big enough to love God’s 
people long enough until they are able to see Jesus for themselves. Although her task is a 
daunting one, revelation knowledge has revealed to her that all will not be saved and 
some have no desire to be saved. In spite of this, her call and commission is to love the 
unlovable, accept the unacceptable, teach the un-teachable and embrace the un- 
embraceable all for the glory of God. 

Eyvonne leaves this phase of her journey satisfied, with a yearning to see more 
people surrender and acquiesce to the will and the love of God. She knows that falling in 


love with Jesus is the best thing she has ever done. 
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And while she does not realize it yet, she is this project just as Jesus was the 
Gospel Ministry. While we admonish people by saying “It is not about you.” Eyvonne 
will wake up one day and realize that it is about her, and the millions of people like her 
who have unselfishly accepted the call of God to go into a sick and dying world and bare 
they souls, their pain, their imperfections and they inconsistencies in order that others 
may see Jesus. 

As she prepares to become a doctor of the church, God will illuminate in 
Eyvonne’s heart that the called of God is defined as those who are willing to be God’s 
ambassadors, cheerleaders, coaches and parents to sheep who are as dumb as a box of 
rocks; for without the called of God, salvation is next to impossible. Eyvonne will come 
to an understanding that Jesus was sent, just as she has been sent. Jesus was sent to 
imperfection and systemic sin; Eyvonne was sent to victims and perpetrators of systemic 
sin who by their very existence are imperfect. Without Jesus people are eternally lost; 
without the called of God, people can never find their way. Therefore, reconnecting the 
connection is all about the called of God coming to a realization that accepting the call is 
the most critical and profound vocation ‘that God ever created. 

Finally, in God’s own time, and as Eyvonne settles down in her role of doctor of 
the church; she will also realize that as a doctor, her unequivocal and irrevocable oath 
unto God is to do no harm, while providing a healing balm to all who would come and 
receive. As it is for emergency room doctors who rarely know their patients personally, 
and rarely have patients return to them to say thank you for working to save my life 


and/or make me whole, so it is with Eyvonne. 
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Eyvonne does not plan to place her doctoral degree upon a shelf. She will always 
pursue excellence and will proudly wear the title with a desire to honor its true meaning, 
her mentors and United Theological Seminary. She is excited about the many 
possibilities that lie ahead of her and pray the Lord and the Holy Spirit will continue to 
lead and direct her path. This journey has propelled Eyvonne into seeking new heights 
and opportunities. She desires to publish her work so others will know there are ways for 
healing and wholeness to take place in peoples’ lives, organizations and communities of 
faith. Her Doctor of Ministry journey has opened avenues for her to teach and to consult 
with people, organizations and churches experiencing upheavals and chaos within their 


lives and communities. 


To God be the glory great things God has done. The journey continues on. 


APPENDIX A 


SERMON SERIES 
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By This 
John 13:31-35 (35) 


In our text we find Jesus in dialogue with his disciples concerning his immanent 
departure. He is giving them a summary of all that he came to do and did while on divine 
assignment from his father. He summarized his mission and purpose, their mission and 
purpose and your mission and purpose in a few simple words, “Love Ye One 


Another.” So for a few moments | want to talk about, “By This, By This!” 


The table is set, Jesus is preparing to eat the Passover meal (his last supper) with 
his disciples, yet he continues to demonstrate humility and love towards them up until his 
last hours. He takes a towel from around his waist and washes his disciples feet as a 
show of love and fellowship. As usual, Peter was a dissenter, but upon realizing that 
Jesus was really washing their feet as an act of love and forgiveness of sin, Peter told 
Jesus, “wash not only my feet, but my head, too”. Jesus explained to them that what he 
had done, they too, should do for others. Service done in love is the mark of a good 
disciple. Jesus went on to tell them, when you do these things you will be blessed. 

After washing the disciples feet he went on to tell them the disciples that not 
everyone of them was good. There was one in the room who would betray him. He 
singled him out by saying, the very one, who dips his hand in the bowl with me right now 
will betray me. It just happened to be Judas. Now, I wonder how he must have felt after 
sitting in that room knowing he was not in right relationship with Jesus and the others 


after having been shown such love and humility. 
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T have come to learn that people will betray you for less than a few pieces of 
silver, nevertheless we are commanded to love them anyhow. Church, that is the hard 
part when you know people are sitting around the table with you and their only motive is 
to kill, steal and destroy. But, I like what Jesus did, when the disciple asked who would 
betray him, he never called Judas name, but he let him know he knew exactly what he 
was up to. He did and he did it in love—“By This! 

In the midst of his discourse with the disciples before he read Peter and told him 
of his denial, he gave them their identity. He called them children of God. Whatever that 
had been before, this moment became the defining moment for the disciples. Jesus 
literally renamed them—Dear Children, Children of God and incorporated them into the 
family of God. We have no control over our birth narrative, but to be inducted into the 
family of God is the greatest and best gift you could ever receive. God will extend 
unconditional, unqualified, total, unrestricted, unreserved love to all who belong to his 
family. By this! 

Jesus begins tell the disciples that the process of his departure has begun and he 
will only be with them for a little while. He tells them he has been glorified and the God 
has been glorified in him and it is time for him to go. He has completed his mission on 
earth and he has to make his way back to his Father—the one who sent him. He tells 
them I know we’ve been together for a long time, but I’m going and where | go, you 
cannot come. 

In my departure, I am leaving you a new commandment—Love one another, Just 


as I have loved you, you should also love one another. Now, this seems simple enough. 
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Jesus demonstrated love during his time on earth. The disciples saw it and one would 
think that it would be easy to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

The first thing I want you to know is: You have been given a direct command to 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER as CHRIST HAS LOVED YOU. Every now and then you have 
to ask yourselves am I loving like Christ? Although you are hurting on the inside, does 
what come out of me reflect that I am a child of God and a disciple of Christ. If God 
loved you, do you have the right to hate anybody or show ill will toward anyone? By this 
they will know you are my disciples. While love seems to be so easy it is one of the most 
difficult actions for people to display and distribute. 

I grief over the breakdown of the black family and the church family today. Years 
ago, the one thing we had was Faith, Family and Friendship. Faith in a living and loving 
God, a wonderful biological and spiritual family and friendship with everyone because of 
who we were in Christ. What are you saying preacher? Every family will have 
disagreements, biological and within the family of God—the Church community, but 
love for God, family and self always overcomes any ill feelings we might have for 
anyone else. You see when we look to the cross of Calvary and recognize what God has 
done for us, we cannot hold contempt, malice and evil toward anyone. Somehow, the 
church has allowed the enemy to creep in and get a foothold in the life of the church, and 
the message we send is contrary to the love of God. Who wants to join and remain in a 
community of aguish, hand hatred filled with anger. God gave you love so that his 
temple (your body, your spirit) could remain pure and undamaged and untainted. Love is 
the key and the answer to what ails every one of us and the church. BY THIS everyone 


will know that you are my disciples. 
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Secondly, Jesus gave you and me a barometer to measure where we are in the 
family of God—love one another—as I have loved you—love one another. There are no 
short cuts, no if ands or buts about it. Pure and simple we are to love one another. Every 
now and then we ought to do a self-inventory: 

Is my behavior lining up with the New Commandment? By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another? 

Is my conversation and what I listen to lining up with the New Commandment? 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another? 

Does my service to my family, my church, and others line up with the New 
Commandment? By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love 
for one another? 

Can I expect to draw others to Christ with who I am right now at this very 
moment? By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one 
another? 

The world is waiting to see a new church who is living out the New 
Commandment. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have love 
for one another. 

Romans 5:8 But God proves his love for us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. 

Romans 13:8 Owe no man anything but to love one another; for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 

Colossians 3:14 — Above all, clothe yourselves with love. 


1 Corinthians 13:4 — Love is patient and love is kind. 
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John 14:15 — If You love me you will keep my commandments. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples. 

I was sinking deep in sin far from the peaceful shore, very deeply stained within, 
sinking to rise no more. But the master of the sea heard my despairing cry, from the 
waters lifted me now safe am I. Love lifted me! Love lifted me! When nothing else 
could help, love lifted me. Tina Turner allegedly was in a horrible relationship with her 
then husband, Ike Turner. As a result of her alleged domestic violence issues, she sang a 
song...What’s love got to do with it? Well I’m here tonight to answer her question. Love 
has everything to do with it. Love makes it right! Love makes it right! Jesus was the 
embodiment of love. He loved us so much that he hung on an old rugged cross, laid in a 
tomb that was not his. And on the third day morning he got up with all power in his 
hands. By this they will know that you are my disciples. By this they will now that you 


are my disciples. 


It’s All About Love 
John 3:1-16 (16) 


October 13, 1984 Stevie Wonder released a song he had written, produced and 
performed entitled “I Just Called to Say I Love You.” It was number one on the bill 
board charts in the United States, for three weeks. Who would have thought a simple 


jingle or ballad with these words would have been such a great hit in the 1980's. 


No New Year's Day to celebrate 

No chocolate covered candy hearts to give away 
No first of spring 

No song to sing 

In fact here's just another ordinary day 

No April rain 

No flowers bloom 

No wedding Saturday within the month of June 
But what it is, is something true 

Made up of these three words that I must say to you 
I just called to say I love you 

I just called to say how much | care 

I just called to say I love you 


And J mean it from the bottom of my heart. 
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There are many more words to this song, but the most important words are the last 
two lines, “I Just called to say I Love You. And I mean it from the bottom of my heart.” 
Stevie Wonder was on to something when he wrote and produced this song. I don’t know 
where he obtained his inspiration to write this song, but as I read my our text for the 
morning, I was reminded of a man who did a drop in on humanity for just a short while 
and the greatest impact on society that anyone has ever made. 

Jesus earthly ministry was for three short years and everything about him was the 
embodiment of love. So, for a few moments I want to talk on this subject, “It’s all about 
Love.” At times it seems as though the simplest things are the most difficult for us to 
comprehend. We find Jesus having a simple yet complex discussion with Nicodemus a 
Pharisee and a ruler of the Sanhedrin Council who by academic standards was considered 
to be a scholar. But with all of his knowledge, Nicodemus knew something was missing 
in his life. 

Whenever he heard Jesus speak he spoke with such authority or when he debated 
with the Pharisees his message was different and exuded Godly tenor. He recognized that 
every time Jesus healed the sick, encouraged the downtrodden and performed other signs 
and wonders they were not done with acts of sorcery they were done through love the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Nicodemus knew that every good and perfect gift had come 
from God. 

One night Nicodemus sought after Jesus to better understand his redemptive 
message of love restoration and reconciliation. Nicodemus decided to step outside of the 


box with the other Pharisees and rulers and move from darkness to light. He wanted to 
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have a one-on-one encounter with Jesus. Nic was looking for a blessing and he knew he 
would find it in Jesus. 

Because Jesus was omniscient—all knowing and omnipotent—all powerful, he 
knew exactly what Nicodemus wanted and more importantly, what he needed. He knew 
that Nicodemus needed to be saved—He needed the salvation of Jesus Christ. Just as 
Jesus knew Nik’s heart desire he knows yours, too. He’s just waiting for you to do what 
Nicodemus did-- break away from your old habits and traditions and seek him for new 
directions. Nicodemus could have stayed with the traditions of the Pharisaic Council— 
the ones who sought to challenge Jesus on everything he did and everything he said; the 
one who knew the written law, but did not know how to apply the law--He choose to be 
the exception rather than the norm. 

Jesus was not interested in who Nicodemus was, his status or his position but who 
he could become. He was not interested in what he had (his treasures on earth—his car, 
his house, his profession) but what He would have after his encounter with Jesus— 
Salvation and eternal life. He was not concerned about Nicodemus beginning, He was 
concerned about his ending. You know the rest of the story. Jesus spoke to Nicodemus 
about a new birth—being born again, changing and evolving into who God who have him 
to become. Nic was just like some of us, he became confused about this new birth, but he 
kept probing until he came to a better understanding. He heard Jesus when he said in 
verse 5, “The Truth of the matter is this, no one can enter the kingdom of God until he is 
born of the water and the spirit. 

Flesh gives way to flesh and the spirit gives way to spirit. In other words, 


Nicodemus you’ve got to put your desires, your thoughts, your intellect, your traditions, 
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and yes some of your associations to rest and drink from a new fountain--a fountain of 
everlasting life that never ever runs dry. Drink from the spring that provides wisdom, 
comfort, warmth and real love. 

You've got to die to fleshly desires and allow this spring—my spring to rise up in 
you like a geyser. You need a new birth in the Holy Spirit. It will be just like the wind, it 
will come upon you and overtake you and guide you into all truths. You won’t know 
where it came from and you won’t know where it goes. But when it moves upon you, you 
will be changed. You will a new tongue that speaks only what thus saith the Lord. 

If you don’t believe, check with Brother Jeremiah—When it came upon him, He 
said it was like fire, shut up in his bones. When the coals of fire touched the Prophet 
Isaiah, it caused him to admit to his sin, “Woe is me! I am a man of unclean lips! He was 
changed in the twinkling of any eye. Isaiah became one of the Major Prophetic writers of 
the Hebrew Bible. Nicodemus, “It’s all about Love. 

Nicodemus, I know you’re confused about all that I have I just said. I know it is 
difficult for you and the other Pharisees to accept my testimony, my witness because 
you’re still trying to hold on to your traditions. 

I came to tell you that what you have is nothing compared to what you can 
receive. My gospel is the simple truth. For God so loved the World that God gave His 
only begotten son and whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but will have 
everlasting life. I just came to say I Jove you! God sent me out of love for lost people. 
God sent Jesus in human form to show you the kingdom of God and to show you how to 
live a sinless life. He came to say I love you and He became the perfect sacrifice for your 


sins and mine. J came to save you from a world of degradation and sin. I came as your 
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Savior and your Redeemer. I came to snatch you out of the clutches of sin and Satan. | 
just came to say I love you. Everything I did while I was earth was to show you love and 


how to love. 


e When healed Blind Bartemeus, it was LOVE. 


e When the LEPER lost his spots, it was because of my love for 
hurting humanity. 


e When! raised Lazarus from the dead, I wanted you to see the 
power for resurrection and I would do for you. I Just came to say 1 
love you. 


e When called Peter to walk on the water, it was to demonstrate 
that I will never leave your forsake you. 


¢ When I allowed the Prodigal son to come back home, it was to 
show my redemptive power. I Just came to say I love you. 


e When I hung, bled and died on an old rugged cross, it was show 
that my mission on earth had been accomplished. I just came to 
say I Love You. 


e When laid in a cold, dark, empty, grave for three long days, it 
was to say I Love You! 


© When I got up on that third day morning, I got up with all power in 
my hands. I Just came to say I love You! 


© I won’t to leave you this note. When a robber comes in to rob you. 
He says to you “stick them up” and you immediately raise up your 
hands. And that’s all right and that’s what you should do. But I’ve 
noticed that when we ask you to raise your hands in praise, some 
of you never lift up your hands. But that’s all right, I just came to 
say I love you and It’s all about Love. If you love me back, “Raise 
Your Hands in a Praise and say Yeah! Say Yeah! Say Yeah! 
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The Greatest of These is Love 


1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (13) 


We are now on our third sermon in our series on Love. You heard, “By This and 
What’s Love got to do with It” I think it safe to say, LOVE is one of the enigmas 
(mysteries) of God. It is a phenomenon that is at times questionable, yet highly sought 
after and easily attainable. Love is desired by all of God’s creation. Love soothes, 
encourages, controls, empowers and lifts all who practice the power of love. Love has a 
beginning, but has no ending. So, for a few moments I want to talk about the Greatest of 
These. 

The text this morning is centered on the Corinthian church, believers in Christ 
who have come together to form a Christian union, a Christian fellowship called the 
church. This church was situated in the City of Corinth which was founded by Julius 
Caesar and made up of wealthy and poor people. 

Corinth was near the trade port City of Ephesus. Look who was in the church. 
Most of the Corinthian believers were uneducated, not powerful and not of noble birth, 
but some were. Gaius was a wealthy member of the church because he could afford to 
have house meetings of the whole church. Erastus was another wealthy member of the 
Corinthian community of faith. He was the town treasurer. Most in this community of 
faith were Gentiles, who had once worshiped idols, but were now converts to the 
Christian faith. I hope you have an idea of who Paul was addressing his letter. 

The recipients were no different that you and me. Paul understood the struggles 


of the church and writes to encourage them to be steadfast in the faith, to love and keep 
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their focus on Christ and love one another. Paul is writing to encourage the believers to 
grow up in their faith, return to foundational biblical preaching, to recognize their bodies 
are the temple of the Lord. He warns them about what can happen when the strong man 
is allowed to overtake them. He even encourages them to seek after spiritual gifts and so 
much more. After encouraging the church to seek after spiritual gifts which build up the 
body of Christ he begins to tell that the gifts can only operate when there is love 
emanating from within. He so concerned about the issue of love within the body of Christ 
he writes a chapter on love. 

Paul begins by using himself as a model, suggesting that even with his eloquent 
speech, his praying his preaching before men and God, if there is no love in his heart 
everything that is coming out of his mouth is nothing but noise—just like a two symbols 
hitting together. In other words, if love is not the center of his focus whatever comes out 
of his mouth is nothing but noise. James 3:10 put it this way: “Out of the same mouth 
comes blessings and cursing. When you have love in your heart you will be mindful of 
all that you say and do. The Greatest of these is Love. 

He goes on to say, that if God has given him the power to understand and discern 
the mysteries of God and if his faith is so strong that he belief and trust in God will help 
him to move mountains, if he does not have love in his heart it would be of no use to him. 
Good and evil cannot exist simultaneously. Jesus said, you cannot serve two masters, you 
will either hate the one and love the other. There is no in between. There is no straddling 
the fence. Paul is saying to us, choose love over hatred and evil because The greatest of 


these is love. 
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Paul says, if I act as a philanthropist and am willing to sacrifice my body for the 
sake of others and Christ. If my motives are not right and I am only doing it so that I can 
boast then it profits me nothing. Again, he is saying to the church, whatever you do, do it 
love for God and one another. 

Then Paul gives us some positive attributes of love. I want you to be mindful that 
God is love. Remember has God exhibited these same attributes with you and me. 
Watch this: 

Love is patient, tolerant, long-suffering, persistent and enduring. Think for just a 
few moments and remember how God waited on you to yourself into position to be used 
and blessed by God. It was nothing but love that extended patience to you and me. The 
greatest of these is love. 

Love is kind and love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. Paul is 
affording you an opportunity to do a character assessment of yourself. He begins by 
asserting that love is kind, benevolent, charitable, generous, sympathetic, caring and 
tenderhearted. If love is all of that there would be no room for envy, hatred, jealousy, 
boastfulness or arrogance on the part of people who profess to love the Lord with all of 
their hearts and minds and souls. But the greatest of these is love. 

He goes on to say that Love is not selfish and does not insist in its own way; It is 
not hateful, mean spirited or resentful. Paul was talking to the church at Corinth and to 
the church today. In other words we expect “church folks” to act a certain way, but the 
people of God have been given a mandate to behave in a loving manner toward one 
another. When true love—the love of Christ reigns in our hearts bitterness and dissention 


will take a back seat and love, peace and joy will overflow. Paul was the church that there 
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is no place in the House of God for anger and resentment, He counters by saying, the 
church of the living God does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but accepts and rejoices in the 
truth, even when it hurts. But the greatest of these is love! 

Love will help you endure and persevere through every situation—the good, bad 
and he ugly. Love will enable you to see beyond your present situation and 
circumstances and hope a better, brighter future. There is no ending to love. Prophesies 
will fall away, but the love of God will prevail and stand forever. 

Then Paul grow up in the Lord, put away your childish, ungodly behaviors. 

When I was new in the faith, I struggled with people and issues and I thought like 
somebody who was new in faith. Paul clearly calls it childish ways of thinking and 
behaving. Paul says when he grew up in the Lord—a full grown adult in the Lord, I 
stopped some of my childish antics and I started seeing myself for what I really was. 
The more I studied the Word of God and began to understand my purpose and mission, I 
put away those childish things. Paul says I don’t know everything, but I want to be 
known as one who loves the Lord and humankind. He understands that on this Christian 
journey it is necessary to have great faith and faith will produce hope and love, but out of 
the three, the greatest of these is love. 

By this all men will know that you are my disciples. We joined the body of Christ 
in order for us to become Disciples of Christ and make more disciples. Our purpose is to 
love and be loved. There was a man whose name was Jesus who was the son of God. He 
was the embodiment and epitome of love. He demonstrated his love by coming to earth 
by showing us how to live and how to love. He took our sins upon his shoulders and 


carried them upon an old rugged cross. Love hung, Love bled, love died, Love was 
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buried, love raised up and is now sitting at the right hand of God the father and is making 
intercession for you and me. Thank you Jesus! Thank you Jesus! The Greatest of these 


is love! Love makes it right! Love makes it right! 
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What’s Love Got to do With It? 


1 John 4: 7-21 (7-9) 


We are continuing our series and dealing with this notion of love. On last Sunday 
we preached “By This.” The text involved Jesus and the last supper with his disciples. 
He gave them a new commandment, to love one another just as | have loved you, you 
should also love one another. Jesus told the disciples, “By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples. if you love one another.” The passage seems to be somewhat 
redundant, but Jesus was emphasizing him commandment to love. 

This morning I want to answer a question that was asked some years ago by Tina 
Turner. Tina found herself in a mess with her then husband, Ike Turner. Hollywood 
movie editors alleged that Ike was violent and abusive toward Tina. When she got fed 
up, she sang a song concerning her troubles. She wanted to know, “What’s love got to do 
with it? While Tina was confused because of a relationship gone sour, it seems as though 
the church gets a little confused sometimes about the question of love. We seem not to 
know who to love, why we love and fail to understand true love. So for a few moments, I 
want to try and answer the question, “What’s love got to do with it? 

I want to begin with an affirmative answer to the question as is found in our text 
this morning. Love has everything to do with it because God is love. John is writing to a 
congregation or congregations who have experienced division within the community of 
faith. Some of the members have voluntarily left the congregation and others have been 


expelled for one reason or another. It sounds as though John has visited Holly Grove. 
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Nevertheless, he is writing to assure the believers that they are in the right place and 
encourages them to do the right things. 

He reminds the church that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If 
we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness we are not 
truthful. He continues to remind the church and the believers that we have an advocate in 
Christ Jesus. One song writer put it this way, “What a friend we have in Jesus, all of our 
sins and grief’s to bear; what it privilege it is to carry everything to God in prayer. In 
others there is no reason for the church to be burdened down with hatred, envy, jealousy, 
gossip and the like. Since God is love, and we are to love one another we ought always 
take our burdens to the Lord and leave the there. John goes on to remind the church of the 
New Commandment, the same commandment that Jesus gave to the disciple and the 
church. He states it in this manner, “Whoever says I am in the light” while hating a 
brother or sister, is still in darkness, and does not know the way to go. Darkness brings 
on blindness. The solution is simple: love you one another as Christ as loved you. 
What’s love got to do with it? 

John continues to write in his letter, “try the spirit by the spirit and see if it is from 
God. A litmus test would be to ask yourself, would Jesus pleased with the way you 
walk, you talk, your overall behavior inside and outside of the church. If you get a no to 
any of those answers, you will know that you are not walking in love. 

You still may be asking, What’s love got to do with it? 

My reply would be same as John—Love is of God. Love is from God and God is 
love. Love and God are synonymous. There is no separation. You cannot have one 


without the other. Love is relational. It is connected to and acquainted with God. 
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My first point is this: My sisters and my brothers, if you do not love one another 
then you do not know God. Before you get mad at me, look at verse seven and read it for 
yourself. It is time for us (the church) to deal with Biblical truths and the reality of the 
Gospel and discard behaviors are damaging to yourselves and are divisive within the 
church. The love you show to one another and others defines your relationship with God. 
Let me say it again, “the love you exhibit defines your relationship and knowledge of 
God. What’s love got to do with it? It has everything to do with your life and your living, 
your caring and your sharing because God is love. 

The writer is clear when he suggest that whoever does not love does not know 
God. Would it not be a shame to have received God’s grace and mercy your entire life 
and miss the mark because you refuse to love one another. The text says, “Whoever does 
not love, does not know God, for God is love. Who wants to live a lifetime and not know 
God? Church it is time for believers to get serious about your walk with God. The 
commandment is simple and all we have to do is love one another. Never mind what you 
think you see, ask God to take your blinders off and give you new eyes for seeing. Stop 
looking for imperfections in others and turn the mirror to yourself and I promise you will 
see enough to keep you busy for a lifetime. 

The church exists for love. When the world has battered and bruised you, you 
ought to come to the church for healing and deliverance. The church is the place that 
love ought to abound especially within the African American community of faith. The 
African American church once was the pillar of faith, hope and love. It was where 
families could come under God in the banner of love and serve and lift each other. We 


used to come together even with our disagreements and still love God and one another 
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because we understood that we love because Christ first loved us. Where is the love now? 

John reminded the church in verse 9, God sent his only Son into the world so that 
we might live thorough him. He wrote in the Gospel of John 3;16 — “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten son and whosoever believeth in him will not 
perish but will have ever lasting life. That’s love! 

Who among us would give up your child for the sake of saving a sinful world? 
Abraham was willing to give up Isaac, but God intervened by placing a ram in the bush. 
He does not ask us to give up much, but he does ask us to give up our selfish, evil way 
and love God and love one another. He gave his son and his son gave his life. What’s 
love got to do with it? It has everything to do with my salvation and your salvation and 
where we will spend eternity. Church, 

It’s time to love as God as loved us. When families begin to love each other, 
when the church family begins to love another, when the Stewards stop hating the Pastor, 
the Trustees start loving the Stewards, the Missionaries start loving the YPD and on 
down the line, the Church will grow because the growth will begin in you. Outsiders and 
others will be drawn to the Christ inside of you. Ministries will take hold and strong 
holds will be severed! Love will abound and joy, unspeakable joy will flourish and the 
fiery flame of the Holy Spirit will ignite in the hearts of the people and the church will be 
on fire for God! Say Yeah! Say Yeah! 

Who wants to remain the same as you did when you came to Christ. Love 
enables you to grow and to grasp what God has for you, so that you can make a 
difference to the world. What’s love got to do with it? It’s got everything to do with 


God, God’s love for your and love for one another. 
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A Call for Unity in the Church 


"Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in 


spirit, intent on one purpose," (Phil. 2:2). 


One of the signs of apostasy (falling from the truth) in the Christian Church is the 
bickering and disunity among Christians. In John 13:34-35 Jesus says, “"A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. *°By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
In Col. 3:14, it says that love is the perfect bond of unity. 

The New Testament speaks about us being unified in Christ. Paul says it this way 
in Ephesians. 41-6 -_'As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you 
were called— *one Lord, one faith, one baptism; Sone God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all.). 

In response to Christians who follow after individuals rather than Jesus, Paul says 
that Christ is not divided (1 Cor. 1:12-13). Though Christ is not divided, His body of 
believers is. We as Christians are called to work together to glorify God and expand His 
kingdom." Perhaps this is too simplistic, but at least it displays an attitude of humility 
that helps to bring unity. It is the devil that wants us to fall into the self abuse of division 


and bickering. 
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Sometimes apostasy means remaining united. 


There is a time for division in the body of Christ. When an individual or a church 
group is denying clear scripture and remains unrepentant after being admonished, then it 


is time to break fellowship with that group and pray for them to receive understanding. 


What is it that unites us? 

Primarily, it is the saving work of Christ that unites us. We have, as a common 
heritage, the blood of Christ that has been shed for the forgiveness of our sins. Therefore 
we have a fiduciary responsibility to forgive those who we perceive has wronged us. True 
Christians serve the true and living God and we know Jesus in a personal and intimate 
way (1 Cor. 1:9 says, God is faithful; by Him you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ.). od. We have been redeemed by God himself. Unity is not an option, 
but a mandate from God. A Call for Unity in the Church! 

The Christian church, as a whole, needs to repent. We need to look at ourselves. 
We need to look at our churches. We need to look at one another and decide that we will 
stand on the Word of God, we will love another as Christ has loved us and agree to that 
we will be united against the enemy and not one another. Those of us who are united by 
the blood of Christ are not enemies with one another we are enemies against the world. It 
may be difficult for many of us to look lovingly into the eyes of those who do not think 
like use, act like us and do what we want them to do. But, we need to be reminded that 
God is no respect of persons. Therefore, we need to seek to work together to further the 


Kingdom of God. Our work should be propelled by God’s love, grace and mercy. 
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Ask yourself what is most important in life. Is it your relationship with God? If it 
is, and it should be, should you not also be seeking the same thing that God wants? 
Should you not also be seeking to love one another as Christ commanded us? Col. 3:14 
reads this way, “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds which binds 
everything in perfect harmony. In other words, Love is the perfect bond of unity. 

Apostasy (falling away from God) begins in our hearts when we put distance 
between ourselves and our brothers and sisters in Christ because of a difference of 
opinion on a non-essential doctrine. Apostasy means that we fall away from the truth. 
This falling away can be complete or it can be slight. Let's not commit apostasy in our 
hearts by abandoning the truth of God's call of unity and love within the body of Christ. 
Remember, it is the devil that wants us to fight each other so that he can be freed up to 
deceive the world. If we are fighting each other then we are falling prey to His tactics. 

1 know that it is easy to speak these words and it is very difficult to apply them. 
That is true because true love is difficult to live. But what if the world began to see the 
Christian Church uniting in spite of its differences? What if the world started to see how 
the Christian Church started to love not only their own church members but other church 
members? What do you think the world would say if the churches' bickering stopped? 
What do you think the unbelievers would say if they saw us living more and more the 
loving attitude and a sacrificial life of Christ. It would be a tremendous witness for 
Christ. It would be a tremendous assault on the enemy and I know that God would use it 
mightily to bring others to Himself by his grace. 

Apostasy begins with the individual. Apostasy begins in the heart and the mind. 


Whichever comes first is not important. Whether we think something wrong and then feel 
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it or feel something wrong and then think it. The heart and the mind are so closely linked 
that we must guard them both. We must focus on the truth of God's word and let our 
minds be shaped by it. We must seek to have our minds shaped by the love of God as we 
move not only to learn about Him, but also to carry out His desires. 

What should we do to bring unity wherever possible? 

We need to look at our own hearts and our own minds and compare them to Jesus 
and the Scripture. Where ever the two are not in agreement, it is we who need to change. 
We need to pray that the Lord would provide opportunities to work with other Christians. 
But we need to lift each other up and be united in Christ. 

This morning the United States of America puzzle represent the body of Christ 
being fitly joined and working together in unity, harmony and love. Every piece 
represents your spiritual gifts as found in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 There are different kinds 
of gifts, but the same Spirit. *There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 
There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. *To one 
there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 19 another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, 
to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, #! and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. God is calling 


for his Church to Unify in love. 
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God sent his only begotten son—the embodiment of love to demonstrate the way 
of love through his earthly ministry and his ultimate death, burial and resurrection. Will 
you allow his coming, his suffering, his death, his burial, his resurrection and impending 
return to be in vain? Jesus is calling for his church, not building, nor ancestors, but His 
Church to unify in their minds, hearts and spirits and begin to do the work of ministering 


to a dark world. 


I was sinking deep in sin far from the peaceful shore. 


APPENDIX B 
SERMON SERIES QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Family and Community 
By This” Sermon Series Questionnaire~ 


Were you able to identify the relational triangle—God, family and community? 
Yes No 


As a result of hearing today’s sermon did you leave with the conviction that the 
primary focus of the church is to love God, family (self) and community of faith? 
Yes No 


Did the sermon encourage you to review your own personal relationship with 
God, family (self) and your community of faith? 


Yes No 
Did the sermon give you a visual and spiritual awareness of servanthood? 
Yes No 


Did you get the sense that the church’s identity is based on love and fellowship? 
Yes ___No 


Did the sermon further persuade you that Jesus love is unconditional and should 
be the catalyst or every believer as it relates to familial relationships? 
Yes No 


Are you prepared to make any changes in your relationships, i.e. God, family nd 
community? 
Yes No 
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Reconnecting the Connection: Building Meaningful Relationships with God, 
Family and Community 


It? All About Love” Sermon Questionnaire 


. Were you able to experience a deeper sense of Jesus love for you and humankind 
as a result of hearing today’s sermon? 
Yes No 


. Did the sermon point to Jesus as the embodiment and personification of love? 
Yes No 
. Asaresult of the sermon do you believe family and community is a sacrificial gift 
from God? 
Yes No 


. Do you believe transformation of the heart is essential to a healthy relationship 
with God, family and the community of faith? 
Yes No 


. Do you believe an intentional and redirected focus on the sacrificial gift of God’s 
love through Jesus Christ will facilitate spiritual and numerical growth at Holly 
Grove? 

Yes No 

. Did this sermon cause you to assess or reassess your relationships with God 

(Jesus), family and church family? 
Yes No 


. Based on your answer to the previous question, are you inclined to develop a 
deeper prayer life? 
Yes No 


. Did the sermon motivate you to forgive, accept and love others unconditionally as 
Christ has loved you? 
Yes No 


APPENDIX C 


QUESTIONNAIRES 
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~Discipleship and Evangelism Survey~ 
Reconnecting the Connection: Rebuilding Meaningful Relationships 
with God, Family and Self 


“Beloved let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 1 


John4:7-8 
The Study of the Word of God 
1. Do you currently attending Bible Study? Y. N 
2. Would a Saturday afternoon Bible Study be convenient for you? Y__ 
N. 
3. Would you be willing to make Bible Study a priority in your weekly schedule? 
Y_N_ 
4. Can we count on you to commit to attending Bible Study? Y N 


5. Do you currently attend Sunday Church School? Y. N. 
6. Will you commit to attending Sunday Church School? Y N. 


Senior Adult Members (Only) 


1. Would you be willing to attend a Saturday Bible Study Class? Y N. 
2. Will you commit to attending at Saturday Bible Study (Noon) at least twice per 


month? 
x, N 

3. Are you interested in forming a Seniors Group here at Holly Grove? Y. 
N. 


Prayerfully Paying Attention to the Seniors Among Us = PATSAU 
4. Do you have any special needs,? (Grass cutting, yard clean up, visitation, etc.) 


Y__N_ 
Youth Members (ONLY) 

1. Do you attend Bible Study? Y_ N. 

2. Would you be interested in attending a study that is structured for youth? Y__ 
No 

3. Would you like to participate in Vacation Bible School? Y. No. 

4, Are you interested in participating in a dance ministry at the church? Y. 
N. 


5. Are you currently serving on the Usher Board? Y N. 
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6. Would you be willing to become a youth usher? Y. N Z 


7. Do you currently sing in either of the youth Choirs? Y. N_ 
8. Would you be willing to participate in either of the youth choirs? Y 
N. 


9. What would you like to do for Jesus and your church? 


10. Can you recite the 23" Psalms, The Lord’s Prayer and or the Books of the 
Bible? Y. N 


Ministry/Organizational Participation 


1. What organizations or ministries are you a part of? 


2. Name the ministries you feel God is calling you to be a part of: 


3. Will you commit to joining and actively participating in one or more 
ministries here at Holly Grove? Y N Name them: 


Church Growth 


1. Is church growth an important part of the life of the church? Y. N 
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2. Please explain your answer: 


3. Have you ever participated in an all-out evangelism campaign? Y. N 


4, Are you interested in learning how to evangelize and invite people to come 


to Christ and possible join your church? Y. N. 
5. Would you like to see Holly Grove actively working to grow from the 
inside outward? Y. N 


Do you have any suggestions for this growth to take place? 


HGAMEC DISCIPLESHIP AND EVANGELISM SURVEY 


~Rethinking, Redoing and Re-growing Your Church~ 
A Transformational Leadership Workshop 
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Dr. Donnell J. Moore, Facilitator 


September 18, 2010 


Greetings Pastor 
Whitman 


Prayer 
Scripture 


Introduction of Facilitator Pastor 
Whitman 


Why Does the Church Exist? 

Why is there a need to review and rethink leadership roles in the Church? 
What does it mean to rethink, redo and regrow your church? 
Know Your Respective Roles 
Does unhealthy conflict impede the growth of the community of faith? 
Is your Church a battlefield or a place of refuge? 

What is the biblical model of leadership? 

What role does Jesus play in your role as a leader? 

Why do people leave the church? 


What makes for a healthy Church? 


Group Discussion 


Adjournment 


~Rethinking, Redoing and Re-growing Your Church Questionaire~ 


. In your own words, please describe the culture and climate of your 
church? 


. How will this leadership training assist you in your role as a leader in 
your church? 


. Do you support change and deem it inevitable within your church 
culture? (Please explain your answer.) 


. Why does conflict arise and how do you handle conflict as a leader in 
your church? 


. What do you see as your strengths and weaknesses as a leader? 
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6. What style of leadership do you exhibit, shepherd or sheep driven? 


7. Was this transformational leadership session helpful to you? (Please 
explain your answer.) 


8. How would you rate the presenter’s knowledge of transformational 
leadership? 


9. Are you open to additional leadership training? 


10. Did this leadership session impact your spiritually? (Please explain your 
answer.) 


APPENDIX D 
CHURCH COMMITMENT AND CHARGE 
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~Our Pledge and Recommitment to Christ and Our Church~ 
My sisters and brothers in Christ, 


As we stand before God and one another we recognize that we 
are at a very pivotal, crucial, critical point in the life of our 
church, Holly Grove AME Church. 


We stand at the threshold of the new millennium. The world is 
evolving and changing and we, too, must change to meet the 
challenges of this society and people everywhere. If this 
church, your church our church and more importantly Christ 
Church is to be relevant and a beacon light in this community 
we must rethink how we do church and begin to change and go 
forth in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


It is imperative that we follow Christ mandate of the great 
commission as found in Matthew 28:19. Listen as Jesus speaks, 
»Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in™ the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, “and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age." This call, 
Jesus call to make more disciples must be at the forefront of 
everything we do and say. 


We must embrace and live by the fruit of the spirit as found in 
Galatians 5:22 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 7>gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things there is no law. 


Therefore, in the words of Whittle I implore you to: 


Let us go forth, as called of God, 

Redeemed by Jesus’ precious blood; 

His love to show, His life to live, 

His message speak, His mercy give. —Whittle 
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~THE CHARGE~ 


As a show of your commitment to Christ and your interest in 
furthering the kingdom of God, please repeat after me: I will to 
the very best of my ability with God’s help live up to the core 
values of our Church which will HELP US RECONNECT AND 
STAY CONNECTED TO God’s plan and on target with our 
mission, I will whole-heartedly embrace and value...(READ 
HOLLY GROVE AME CHURCH VALUES STATEMENT) 


Holiness as a character we possess. 

Outreach ministries to assist all people. 

Love and loyalty as the essence of our being. 
Leaders who are committed to Christian service. 


Yielding ourselves to Godly principles and precepts. 


Goodness, kindness and mercy extended to all humanity. 

Relevant, Christ-centered, Bible-based dynamic preaching and teaching. 
Over the top ministries. 

Victorious living as shown by our giving. 

Evangelizing the Word of God throughout our community and the world. 


Therefore, we are committed to tithing our time, talents and treasures as a way to 
support our ministry and things we value. 


APPENDIX E 


CHURCHWIDE WORKSHOP 
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Rethinking, Redoing and Re-growing Your Church: 


Moving From Control and Conflict To 
Leadership And Love 


Dr. D. J. Moore 
Facilitator 
September 18, 2010 


Introductions 
Purpose of Coaching Session 


Definition of Terms 
Rethink 
Redoing 
Re-growing 
Control 
Conflict 
Leadership 
Love 


Churches Have Become Battlefields 
What Went Wrong 
Why Does It Continue 


Conflict 
Conflict as a Way of Life 
85/15 Rule 
Theories of Conflict 
7 Types of Conflict 
Constructive Conflict 
Destructive Conflict 
Calming The Waters 


Leadership 
Images of a Leader 
Understanding of Leadership 
The Holy Spirit and Leadership 
The Gifts Based Ministry 
Leadership and Control 
Developing Volunteer Leaders 


Love = Healthy Congregations 
Governing and Guiding Values 
Fighting In the Church 
Forgiveness 
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Rethinking, Redoing And Re-growing Your 
Church: Moving From Control And Conflict To 


Leadership And Love 


A Transformational Leadership Coaching Workshop 


RETHINKING 


To think over again, 

A possible view to make changes 
To reconsider 
Different 
New 
Me 


I 


REDOING 
To do again; repeat 
To revise or reconstruct 
To redecorate or remodel 
Turning myself inside out 


Who do I get to be for the kingdom of God 
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RE-GROWING 
Grow Anew 
Continued growth after an injury or interruption 
Rebirth 
Restoration 
Revitalization 


Rejuvenation 


CONTROL 


To exercise authoritative or dominating influence over; 
To adjust to a requirement; regulate: 
To hold in restraint; check 
To reduce or prevent the spread of 


To verify or regulate by conducting a parallel experiment or 
by comparing with another standard 


To verify by using a duplicate register for comparison. 


CONFLICT 


We define conflict as a disagreement through which the parties involved perceive 
a threat to their needs, interests or concerns. 


We define conflict as a disagreement through which the parties involved perceive 
a threat to their needs, interests or concerns. 


We define conflict as a disagreement through which the parties involved perceive 
a threat to their needs, interests or concerns. 


114 


LEADERSHIP 
Ability to lead 
An act of leading; guidance; 
Giving direction 


Being in charge of a group 


LOVE 


Love is the emotion of strong affection and personal attachment 


In a philosophical context, love is a virtue representing 
all of human kindness, compassion, and affection 


In a religious context, love is not just a virtue, but the basis for 
all being and the foundation for all divine law 


Love in its various forms acts as a major facilitator 
of interpersonal relationships 


CHURCHES HAVE BECOME BATTLEFIELDS 


Unclear vision 
Unclear mission 
Non-articulated values 
No congregational specific operational guide 
Misplaced leadership 
Ineffective leadership 
Favoritism as basis for leadership 
Power struggles 


Pushed God out process 
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Conflict As A Way of Life 


Conflict is a part of human nature since the beginning of time 
Most conflict is a result of the need to be territorial 


Unbridled conflict leads to anger and aggression 


85/15 Rule 


85% of the time, problems are the results of a process 
15% of the time problems are the result of people 


85% of the time humans tend to blame other humans; 
15% gets blamed on process 


85% of the time humans attack other humans; 
15% of the time the process is attacked 


Principle Theories of Conflict 
The opposite of conflict is attraction 
We can like one another and be in conflict at the same time 


Conflict is not necessarily negative 


Seven Types of Conflict 
Intrapersonal Conflict — within ourselves 
Interpersonal Conflict — between people 
Conflict over Issues: Beliefs 
Conflict over Facts: Truth 


Conflict over Values: Worth 
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Conflict over Goals: Mission 


Conflict over Means: Ministry 


Destructive Conflict 


Voices are silenced and people avoid one another 
The atmosphere is one of apathy and strained civility 
People gather in clusters to discuss issues outside of regularly scheduled meetings 
People harbor resentment 
Rumors lead to suspicion and shunning 
Members are dissatisfied with outcomes; feeling they have lost 
Voices are silenced and people avoid one another 
The atmosphere is one of apathy and strained civility 
People gather in clusters to discuss issues outside of regularly scheduled meetings 
People harbor resentment 
Rumors lead to suspicion and shunning 


Members are dissatisfied with outcomes; feeling they have lost 


Constructive Conflict 


People feel their voice has been heard 
People fears are being addressed and allayed 
People grow in courage and confidence 


People seek to become more informed 


The atmosphere is stimulating 
People feel energized 


People are demonstrating faith in God 


Calming the Waters 


Effective Problem Solving Strategies 
Conflict Management 
Negotiation 
Relationship Building 


Communication Strategies 


Leadership 


How are leaders chosen in your church 
Who makes the best leaders 
How do you address ineffectiveness 


Do you have well established standards 


What is the role of the Holy Spirit in leadership 
How are spiritual gifts used in developing and selecting leaders 
What would a spiritual gift based leadership team look like 
What would it take to establish a spiritual gift based leadership team 
What are some of the common issues with leadership within your church 


What is the relationship between lay leadership and pastoral leadership 
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Can it be improved; how (process) 


What is the ideal leadership model for your church — 
what is the process for making it happen 


Leadership Vs Control 


Discussion of the shepherd and the sheep 
How can sheep become shepherds 
Should sheep become shepherds 


Why have shepherds placed over sheep 


Various Characteristics of Healthy Congregations 
George Barna — Habits of Highly Effective Churches 


They rely upon strategic leadership 
They are organized to facilitate highly effective ministry 


They emphasize developing significant 
relationships within the congregation 


They invest themselves in genuine worship 
They engage in strategic evangelism 
They get their people involved in systematic theological growth 
They utilize holistic stewardship practices 
They serve the needy people in their community 


They equip families to minister to themselves 
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Healthy Congregations - Governing and Guiding Values 


The community of faith is more important than any one individual (pastor/people) 
The community and the world is more important than the community of faith 


Becoming One in Christ is the way we honor and Glorify God 


Fighting In The Church 


Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Matthew 5:11-12 


The antidote to criticism is the continual practice of encouragement. When we 
decide to bring comfort and consolation to others, rather than condescending comments 
and retorts, we are actually putting courage into another person. When we put down a 
friend, a loved one, or a spouse, we are actually saying you are not worthy, you are not 


loved, and you are not accepted or appreciated 


FORGIVENESS 
“Father forgive them for the know not what they do” 
If we cannot forgive how can we be Christian 
If we cannot forgive how can we be the church 
If we cannot forgive how do we expect God to forgive us 


If we cannot forgive how do we expect to ever love and be loved 
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Fighting In The Church 


The Bible gives us clear direction on how we are to keep our attitude and mouths 
under God's direction, not ours. Proverbs gives us many verses that shows us our human 
weaknesses and fallen state that seeks out the destruction of one another instead of 
building one another up as God desires us to do. 

Our behaviors in daily life and in church are reflections of our motives, each one 
leading to another, as a chain reaction. By cutting the top of the link of the sin chain, we 
can remove most of the problems we cause, experience, and endure from others in our 
personal life, church, and even society at large. The inward choice to hold onto 
dysfunction and anger is murder because one will lead to the other, maybe not literally, 
but as a destroyer of relationships. 

We have a call to keep our relations healthy by being people who are willing to 
relinquish pride, and seek forgiveness and reconciliation. This is essential before we can 
go to God. We are to seek resolution to problems quickly, as they come up. When we do 
not, they fester, get worse, and kill the relationship. Do not neglect your motives or the 


root causes of broken relationships, sin, and the murder of what God has given you. 


Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives 
in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is 


sacred, and you are that temple. | Corinthians 3:16-17 
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